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Kirk Smeaton Parish Council 
Kate Bowden (Clerk) email: kirksmeatonclerk@gmail.com 

Bonita Cottage, Water Lane, Kirk Smeaton WF8 3LD 
Tel: 01977 621628 
Tricia Storey - Chair 

 

26 November 2019 

 

North Yorkshire County Council 

Planning Department 

County Hall 

Racecourse Lane 

Northallerton 

DL7 8AD 

 

FOR THE ATTENTION OF FELICITY HART 

 

Dear Sirs 

Planning Application Reference: NY/2019/0002/ENV 

Proposed further extension to Wentedge Quarry 

I refer to the submission of revised documents by Went Valley Aggregates in respect of the above 

planning application. 

Kirk Smeaton Parish Council has considered the new documentation and would wish to uphold its 

previous objection to the planning application. The Parish Council do not believe there is anything 

new in the documentation that enables the planning proposal to be any more acceptable to the local 

and wider community. The Parish Council would therefore wish to reaffirm its grounds for objection 

contained in previous submissions to North Yorkshire County Council (NYCC) on 1 April 2019 and 27 

April 2019. 

I have again been asked to report that the Parish Council are not opposed to quarrying per se but 

this particular quarry is ludicrously in the wrong place for it to be allowed to extend any further. The 

Parish Council have been consulted on the planning application to extend the quarry at Barnsdale 

Bar, and although there are some concerns about the cumulative impact of quarrying in the area, 

the Parish Council has not found any reasonable grounds to object. This site (unlike the Wentedge 

Quarry site) is tucked away in the countryside and does not possess the same environmental 

sensitivities. The Parish Council are aware that the quarry at Wentedge Road was never identified as 

a preferred area or an area of search within NYCC’s Minerals Local Plan – the likelihood being that 

NYCC considered there were more suitable sites with far less environmental sensitivities. 

Without wishing to duplicate what has already been reported, the Parish Council would wish to 

reiterate some of its earlier grounds for objection and comment on the new documents Went Valley 

Aggregates have submitted in support of their application. The Parish Council and members of the 

community have given great thought to the planning application and strongly hold the view that 

there is so much very wrong with the proposal to further extend this quarry. The proposal: 
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• Is totally at odds with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPFF) 

• Does not contribute to sustainable development and the presumption in favour of 

sustainable development can hardly apply 

• Does not comply with the saved policies in NYCC’s Minerals Local Plan 

• Is in conflict with Selby District Council’s Core Strategy and saved policies within the Selby 

District Local Plan. 

• Does not accord with the emerging Minerals and Joint Waste Plan 

• Does not preserve the openness of the Green Belt and would be totally at odds with the 

comments made by Lord Justice Lindblom in terms of visual impact 

• Conflicts with the purpose of including land in the Green Belt 

• Would have a significant irreversible adverse impact on the character and appearance of 

the area 

• Would permanently destroy a Locally Important Landscape area 

• Could cause immeasurable damage to a nationally important Site of Special Scientific 

Interest 

• Would have a negative impact on the amenity value of the area 

• Will be prejudicial to the health and well-being of people living in Wentbridge – an ‘Air 

Quality Management Area’ 

• Would result in a further loss of best and most versatile agricultural land 

 

THE GREEN BELT 

1. The NPPF in so far as it relates to the Green Belt 

The Parish Council strongly believe that this proposal amounts to inappropriate development and 

there are no very special circumstances that clearly outweigh the harm caused to the Green Belt 

by the inappropriateness. 

The Parish Council are aware that certain types of development – mineral extraction included – need 

not be inappropriate if it preserves the openness of the Green Belt and does not conflict with the 

purpose of including land within it. These purposes include: 

• To safeguard the countryside from encroachment; and 

• To preserve the setting and special character of historic towns. 

 

2.  Preserving the openness of the Green Belt 

Went Valley Aggregates did not say anything about the need to preserve the openness of the Green 

Belt in their earlier documentation – and neither did they mention very special circumstances. The 

Parish Council found this surprising given that openness and very special circumstances are clearly a 

prerequisite to planning consent. The revised documents do mention openness and very special 

circumstances but the Parish Council would question the credibility of what has been put forward. 
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 Went Valley Aggregates say (Planning Statement – par 1.19) that “The applicants planning team 

have looked at the proposals to work area 8 and believe that the outer perimeter screening of the 

present quarry and that proposed for the extension do not affect the openness of the area” The 

Parish Council contend that it is the outer perimeter screening of the present quarry and the same 

proposal for the extension that will clearly impact on the openness of the Green Belt. It will bring 

significant closure to the Green Belt in a locally important landscape area, and it will remove the 

scenic and long-distance views that presently exist over the surrounding countryside. The impact 

on the Green Belt in respect of previous extensions – Areas 3, 4, 5, and 6 and to a lesser extent 

Area 7 is probably not quite as significant given that these areas look directly onto an industrial 

estate. But the hedgerow that was planted to screen the quarry from Wentedge Road does 

nevertheless foreshorten views and in doing so does diminish the openness of the Green Belt. The 

proposal to extend the outer perimeter screening for a further 650 metres along Wentedge Road 

will result in significant additional closure and this will diminish the openness of the Green Belt 

even further. It will accentuate the adverse impact that previous screening has had on openness 

along Wentedge Road. It will result in almost 1500 metres of continuous screening along the main 

road that links the Smeaton Villages and Wentbridge. The road runs for about 2,500 metres (from 

the A1 to Kirk Smeaton) so the proposal would therefore bring closure to more than half of the 

openness that runs alongside the northern boundary of the road. The proposed extension site 

does not front or border onto the industrial estate and there are significant scenic and long 

distance views to be had both into the nature reserve and over the surrounding countryside. 

These views are enjoyed each and every day by a considerable number of people – most notably 

motorists and cyclists.  If the planning application is approved then it will permanently and 

irreversibly remove the openness of the Green Belt along a 1500 metre stretch of road – a road 

that links and is the main thoroughfare to 2 historic agricultural conservation villages.  There will 

from a visual perspective be no Green Belt land at all along the northern boundary of this 1500 

metre stretch of road – as all sight of it will have been removed.  The Parish Council believe that 

the northern boundary of Wentedge Road In terms of the Green Belt and openness simply cannot 

absorb any further screening. 

The Landscape Visual Impact Appraisal prepared on behalf of Went Valley Aggregates by C.F 

Landscape Design goes into more detail. It concludes by saying “The proposed bunding along the 

southern Wentedge Road boundary and to a lesser extent the eastern boundary will have an 

adverse effect on the visual perception of openness. However their temporary nature, external 

profile, grass covering and foreground hedgerows will mitigate the impact of soil bunds strongly” 

The Parish Council are not in the long-term too concerned about the bunds in terms of openness 

because under the revised documentation these will eventually be removed as part of the 

restoration proposals. The Parish Council are concerned however about the adverse impact the 

existing bunds and any new bunds will have on the environmental quality and appearance of the 

area – namely along Wentedge Road. The previous bunds have been constructed out of rubble 

and sub-soil.  They are covered with overgrown vegetation and not with grass and they have not 

been maintained by Went Valley Aggregates. They are not aesthetically pleasing and do detract 

significantly from the Locally Important Landscape area. It is true to say that they are a significant 

environmental blight on the area. 
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The Landscape Visual Impact Appraisal attempts to play down the significant visual harm that the 

proposal will have on both the Green Belt and openness. The LVIA mentions the Samuel Smith Old 

Brewery Case but fails to report any of Lord Justice Lindblom’s findings in respect of visual impact 

and openness. The appraisal does however mention that in the Goodman Logistics case the judge 

concluded that visual harm and/or perception was an ‘obviously material’ consideration. The 

appraisal says par. 7.6.11 that ‘visibility of the restored site will be generally be very low’ and par 

7.6.12 that ‘there will be close views across the restored quarry to the existing Brockadale 

woodland from Wentedge Road and from the footpath crossing Thompsons field to the east… but 

these will be tempered by new hedgerows’. 

The proposed extension site runs for 650 metre along the main road and the fact that the 

appraisal reports that visibility of the restored site will be generally low, clearly indicates that the 

proposal will have a significant impact on the openness of the Green Belt. It says that there will be 

close views across the restored quarry to the existing Brockadale woodland – but these will be 

tempered by the new hedgerows.  The Parish Council conclude that there will effectively be no 

views from Wentedge Road across the restored quarry to the woodland because the bunds will 

initially remove the view, and on restoration the hedgerow  that has been designed and planted 

specifically to hide the quarry will do exactly the same. Without wishing to play semantics with 

words the Parish Council would suggest the word ‘tempered’ should be replaced with the word 

‘removed’. The appraisal does not mention anything about the scenic view that will be lost into 

the more open parts of the nature reserve and neither does it say anything about the long 

distance views that will be lost over the surrounding countryside. 

The Area 8 site in terms of the Locally Important Landscape is arguably the most important field 

on Wentedge Road as it provides views: 

• of the ancient woodland  

• of other more open parts of the nature reserve; and 

• long distance views over the surrounding countryside 

The views facilitated by the open landscape have been enjoyed for hundreds if not thousands of 

years. They are now enjoyed by hundreds of motorists and cyclists travelling along Wentedge 

Road each and every day. It is the openness of the Green Belt and the landscape that enables so 

many people to enjoy these views. The proposal will completely close in the openness of the 

Green Belt and will permanently remove the quality views that so many people have enjoyed over 

the years. 

The NPFF says that the essential characteristics of the Green Belt are their openness and their 

permanence – hence the reason why openness must be preserved. 

The Parish Council has given great thought to this matter and cannot possibly see how this proposal 

can be seen to preserve the openness of the Green Belt, particularly in the light of comments made 

by the Courts and also by the Planning Inspectorate / Secretary of State.  
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It has been reported that: 

“The openness of the Green Belt has a spatial as well as a visual impact and the absence of visual 

intrusion does not in itself mean there is no impact on the openness of the Green Belt” 

“The openness of the Green Belt is not to be understood as excluding the visual effects of a 

particular development on openness” 

“The question of visual impact is implicitly part of the concept of openness of the Green 

Belt…Openness of aspect is a characteristic quality of the countryside and safeguarding the 

countryside from encroachment includes preservation of that quality of openness” 

“To exclude visual impact would be artificial and unrealistic. There are likely to be visual as well as 

spatial effects on the openness of the Green Belt” 

“The quality of the locally important landscape area as a whole will be compromised. Long 

distance views will be cut off by the proposed bunding and planting. The character and quality of 

the landscape will be permanently changed” 

“Screen planting as it matures would foreshorten views and diminish the openness of the Green 

Belt” 

“Overall, additional planting on restoration would have a long term effect by closing off views of 

the wider open countryside, creating enclosure that would harm the openness of the Green Belt” 

“Visual harm and / or perception was an obviously material consideration which ought to have 

been taken into account by the decision maker” 

“As a matter of language Visual Impact is implicitly part of the concept of openness” 

 

What has been reported by Went Valley Aggregates in respect of openness does not accord with 

findings in: 

• Goodman Logistics Developments v Secretary of State. 

• Samuel Smith Old Brewery v NYCC 

• The Secretary of State case involving Hertfordshire County Council 

The Parish Council cannot offer a definitive view of what does or does not preserve the openness of 

the Green Belt because it is not qualified to do so. But from what has been said by the Courts, the 

Planning Inspectorate and the Secretary of State – it believes that ‘without obstruction to view’ 

must surely be a key test of openness. Obstruction to view will take place if: 

• There is a significant view to be had 

• The view is obstructed;  and 

• There are people who can no longer enjoy the view because of the obstruction. 
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3. Why the Parish Council believeS this proposal does not preserve the openness of the 

Green Belt and therefore amounts to inappropriate development. 

From what is reported in the new documentation the bunds will no longer be permanent as they will 

be removed as part the proposed restoration. However given that a low level restoration scheme is 

planned for the site, a secure boundary (shown as a fence on the plans) will have to be retained as 

the proposal is to excavate to a depth of between 30 to 35 metres and leave a landform with some 

open faces up to 5m in height, and then create a slope into the quarry bottom. The adverse effect of 

a secure boundary and permanent hedgerow screen planting will not be reversible in time as they 

will need to be retained to keep people, particularly children safe from harm. 

The security fencing and hedgerow planting will completely close in the openness of the Green Belt. 

The scenic and long distance views will be permanently lost. Obstruction to view will clearly take 

place because: 

• There are significant views to be had 

• The views will be permanently lost 

• There are a considerable number of people who will no longer be able to enjoy these views. 

The applicant attempts to play down the views enjoyed from Wentedge Road by saying “Most 

viewers from Wentedge Road will be travelling past at some speed in a vehicle. Whilst views maybe 

appreciated they will not be an important part of the reason for the journey. For the small number 

of cyclists, walkers and horse riders using the road views will be more important” The Parish Council 

accept that speeding can be an issue but at the same time believe that most people travelling along 

Wentedge Road do so at a more leisurely speed .In any event the road runs for 650 metres 

immediately alongside the field and regardless of whether people are travelling at speed or not, 

there is ample time and opportunity to enjoy the views into the nature reserve and beyond. There 

are a significant number of cyclists that enjoy the views given that it is popular route for local cyclists 

and for cycling clubs from the wider Yorkshire area. It will have very little impact on walkers as there 

is no public footpath on Wentedge Road. 

The documentation refers more than once to restoration work that will bring Area 6 back into 

agriculture but what it does not say is that this area is located on the very western periphery of the 

quarry and amounts to less than 10% of the operational area of the quarry. It will have little effect in 

reinstating the openness of the Green Belt and has very little relevance to Area 8. 

4. Why the Parish Council believes the proposal conflicts with the purpose of including land 

in the Green Belt. 

a) Safeguarding the countryside from encroachment 

The Parish Council believe that it would be wrong to argue that the proposal cannot be considered 

as encroachment because the development is temporary and it will at some time come to an end 

and the land will be brought back into the countryside. This argument might be credible if the land 

was to be restored as a field in an open countryside setting. But it will not be restored as a field as 

the restoration is to be low level. The security fencing and newly planted hedgerows will remain and 



Planning Application Reference: NY/2019/0002/ENV 

Proposed further extension to Wentedge Quarry 

 

7 
26.11.2019 
 

from a visual and conceptual point of view it will after restoration still remain a quarry - and it will 

become part of the Went Valley Industrial estate. The restoration will not reinstate the openness of 

the Green Belt and it will not change the land characteristic of the quarry for it to be considered 

anything other than a quarry. 

The Parish Council believe that countryside is defined as: 

• Land that is not in towns, cities or industrial areas and that it is used for farming or left in its 

natural state. 

• Land that is an open countryside setting  

• Land that is open and accessible to the public either to enter or view. 

• Land that is located in a reasonably peaceful and tranquil setting 

The land once quarried will no longer be part of the countryside as it will identify with and become 

part of the large Went Valley Industrial estate. This former agricultural field will integrate with the 

existing quarry void and it will become a further extension of the estate – one that accommodates 

industrial units and is involved in a number of industrial activities. The applicants revised Planning 

Statement confirms this by saying: 

• Under section 12 Highways and Transport par12.5 – ‘The site is an industrial estate and 

there is no unlimited traffic movements associated with the site as it can work for 7 days a 

week 24 hours a day. The current users of the estate are Haulage Companies to the 

construction industry, building industry suppliers such as mortar and concrete suppliers, 

truck parts and storage and a saw shed for the dimension and stone business. The industrial 

estate is also a container base and was open for 24 hours when empty containers were 

required and can be used for storage’ 

• Under Economic Need – par 19.2 - …The estate is occupied by business providing concrete, 

mortar, building stone and waste recycling to reuse materials for the construction sector. 

There are buildings used for the maintenance of vehicles, parking tipper trucks overnight 

before deliveries and a waste management operation…The industrial estate and the waste 

management business will be retained in perpetuity to allow business to thrive on the site 

with good communications, good jobs and set down in the quarry with a landscaped low 

level restoration scheme. 

• Under section 20 Conclusion – ‘Facilitate the restoration of the quarry enabling the land to 

be returned to a productive after-use such as an industrial estate and waste treatment site’ 

The applicant confirms that on restoration the quarry will become part of an industrial and waste 

treatment site. 

The site will not be readily accessible for the public to enter or view – the LVIA says access through 

the quarry void will be restricted to accompanied and pre-arranged visits. The heavy goods vehicles 

that enter and leave the quarry, and noise from industrial operations within the quarry, will not give 

rise to a peaceful and tranquil countryside setting. 
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The Parish Council also believes that it would be spurious to argue that it does not amount to 

encroachment because the field abuts an existing quarry. This particular field does not identify with 

the quarry and before the last planning consent to extend the quarry in 2018, the site it abuts was 

also open countryside in the Green Belt. In any event 3 of its 4 boundaries do abut open countryside 

in the Green Belt. Furthermore, the existing quarry is now worked out and in accordance with 

previous planning consents restoration work should begin. 

b) Preserving the setting and special character of historic towns 

The Parish Council believe that there is an argument to apply this Green Belt purpose to historic 

villages as well as towns. The Smeaton villages and Wentbridge are recorded in the Domesday Book 

as agricultural villages. The villages are in conservation areas. 

The Parish Council believes that the proposal to remove even more agricultural land and transform it 

into an even bigger quarry will not preserve the special character and setting of the historic villages. 

The cumulative impact of quarrying at Wentedge Road and at the quarry just over the road at 

Barnsdale Bar needs to be taken into account in assessing the adverse impact this proposal will have 

on the setting and special character of the historic agricultural villages. 

 

5. Do very special circumstances apply to this proposal? 

The applicant says little guidance is provided within the NPFF regarding very special circumstances 

but goes on to draw some hardly comparable comparison with renewable energy projects. The 

documentation says that “the wider environmental benefits of stone quarrying in this particular area 

and the proposed recycling of waste materials should be considered”. It also says “Once Green Belts 

have been defined, Local planning authorities should plan positively to enhance their beneficial use, 

such as looking for opportunities for outdoor sport and recreation; to retain and enhance 

landscapes, visual amenity and biodiversity; or to improve damaged and derelict land” The Parish 

Council fail to see how this proposal can result in any beneficial use or how this can possibly 

amount to very special circumstances. Waste recycling will continue regardless of planning 

permission. 

The documentation then goes onto say that benefits from the proposed quarry extension fall into 3 

main categories; economic, community and environmental and these should amount to very special 

circumstances. The Parish Council do not believe however that any of the issues identified under 

these headings can possibly amount to very special circumstances. One issue is the proposal to 

provide a right of way from Thompsons Meadow to the Wentbridge Viaduct. This is an interesting 

proposal but on reflection the Parish Council do not believe that a footpath running immediately 

alongside the road would be of much interest or benefit to the community. It says “The proposed 

restoration will provide long-term routes for walkers, horse riders and cyclists that will connect with 

existing routes to provide circular walks or village to village routes that are safe and provide a range 

of views and points of interest” The first thing to say is that it will not provide routes for walkers – it 

will merely provide an alternative link from Thompsons meadow to the Wentbridge Viaduct and vice 
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versa.  It is true to say that it would provide a slightly shorter and different alternative circular walk 

to the ones that currently exist but it would mean people having to walk alongside the road.  There 

are 3 viewing points proposed and these will merely provide a view of the disused quarry and the 

industrial estate contained within the quarry. The link will require people having to cross the busy 

industrial estate access road – a daunting prospect given the number of heavy goods vehicles 

entering and leaving the quarry. There are already far more interesting footpaths within the nature 

reserve , including the circular footpath walk from Wentbridge to Kirk Smeaton that is listed in a 

number of ‘good walking books’. This footpath provides access between Thompsons Meadow and 

the Wentbridge Viaduct and runs through ancient woodland and immediately alongside the shallow 

river Went. The proposal to construct a 3-metre-wide route alongside the road can hardly be 

deemed to be a safe route if it is to be shared by walkers, horse riders and cyclists. It is a well-known 

fact that people only generally walk alongside or in close proximity to a road when there is no 

alternative but to do so. The 4-mile footpath running immediately alongside the Hemsworth by-pass 

is testimony to this – it is rarely used by walkers. The Parish Council would in any case be very much 

against the proposal on road safety grounds. It is not thought that people wishing to access the right 

of way would be walkers leaving the nature reserve either at Wentbridge Viaduct or at Thompsons 

Meadow. It would be a small number of people who might be encouraged to walk along Wentedge 

Road to gain access to either Wentbridge or Kirk Smeaton.  There are no footpaths (outside Kirk 

Smeaton and Wentbridge) and if pedestrians were to use this right of way it would mean walking a 

significant distance along the main road. Wentedge Road is a fairly busy narrow road and is used 

regularly by farmers with large heavy farm vehicles.  The Parish Council would wish to discourage 

and not encourage people to walk along this road. The Parish Council would be happy to support the 

proposal if it also contained a proposal to construct footpaths from both Kirk Smeaton and 

Wentbridge to the right of way.    The creation of a right of way from Thompsons Meadow to the 

Wentbridge Viaduct would provide little benefit and is not a proposal the Parish Council would be 

able to support. It does not amount to a very special circumstance. 

The documentation suggests that Yorkshire Wildlife Trust (YWT) have expressed an interest to 

incorporate the restored grassland into the Nature Reserve where it will be managed alongside the 

current area. It then goes onto say that YWT will use the opportunity to develop an area undisturbed 

by regular footfall and dogs … access through the quarry void will be restricted to accompanied and 

pre-arranged visits. The correct position concerning YWT (at the time of preparing this response) is 

that YWT wishes to maintain an objection to the application. YWT raised a number of significant 

issues in its objection on 1 August 2019. These related to inadequate Buffer Design, Woodland and 

Grassland impacts and cumulative impact that could lead to serious deterioration of the SSSI.  The 

revised documentation does not appear to have dealt with the issues that were raised. YWT did say 

that if the authority were minded to give permission then it is of the opinion that an officer would be 

needed to be funded to work on the restoration for 2 days a week  for up to 10 years as the 

restoration takes place. Similarly, the Trust said that if the authority were minded to give planning 

permission it would be happy to provide long term management if this was funded. This does not 

imply that the Trust is in agreement with the proposal – it merely suggests to the Parish Council that 

YWT would be looking to mitigate any damage that could be caused to the reserve and the SSSI. 
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Entering into any future agreement with YWT to manage the quarry after restoration does not 

amount to a very special circumstance. 

The Parish Council believe that the only issue which could conceivably constitute very special 

circumstances would be need. There can be no very special circumstances in respect of this proposal 

because there is no need. NYCC and the Yorkshire and Humberside Region already have a significant 

Landbank in place and there is no risk of sterilisation given that the land is in the middle of the Green 

Belt and shares 2 of its 4 boundaries with a nature reserve. The very questionable benefits claimed 

by Went Valley Aggregates would be required from any scheme and do not justify inappropriate 

development in breach of the NPFF and Local Plans. 

Additionally, there can be no very special circumstances that clearly outweigh the harm to the Green 

Belt because: 

• The harm to the Green Belt and locally important landscape would be significant, permanent 

and irreversible. 

• The proposal would have an adverse impact on the character and appearance of the area. 

• The proposal would have the potential to cause immeasurable damage to the flora and 

fauna within the nature reserve – a Site of Special Scientific Interest. 

• The proposal would have a negative impact on the amenity value of the area. 

• The proposal will result in a bigger loss of best and most versatile agricultural land. 

In terms of compliance with the NPPF the proposal is totally at odds with the policy about enhancing 

the natural and local environment and recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the 

countryside. 

The NPPF does say that great weight should be given to the economy when determining applications 

but in respect of this proposal: 

• The contribution of minerals from this site will have little benefit to the economy given the 

significant Landbank that is in place and the arrangements that have already been put in 

place by NYCC to maintain a supply of crushed rock up to 2030 and beyond. 

• The number of jobs that could be lost needs to be treated with caution. The numbers do not 

stack up. In any event, most quarry employees are trained and qualified to drive heavy 

machinery and as such their skills are transferrable. The quarry has been worked out for 

some months and it is reasonable to assume that most displaced employees will have found 

work at other quarries or outside the quarrying industry. 

• Significant restoration work is required at this quarry. This particular quarry also engages in a 

number of activities not directly associated with mineral extraction. It is not unreasonable to 

assume that displaced employees could be redeployed onto restoration work or transferred 

to other activities in the quarry. 
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6. Conclusions - Green Belt 

The Parish Council believe that this proposal clearly amounts to inappropriate development 

because: 

• It does not preserve the openness of the Green Belt 

• It conflicts with the purpose of including land in the Green Belt 

 and in respect of the inappropriateness: 

• There are no very special circumstances that clearly outweigh the harm caused to the 

Green Belt. 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

The NPPF in very general terms says that the objective of achieving sustainable development can be 

summarised as meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future 

generations to meet their own needs. To achieve sustainable development it says the planning 

system has 3 overarching objectives which are interdependent – a) economic, b) social and c) 

environmental. 

The Parish Council finds it difficult to understand how this proposal can possibly amount to 

sustainable development given that the NPFF says: 

• The economic objective is to help build a strong, responsive and competitive economy. 

• The social objective is to support strong, vibrant and healthy communities (this is more 

about providing homes but it does refer to open spaces to promote health, social and 

cultural well-being) 

•  The environmental objective is to contribute to protecting and enhancing our natural, built 

and historic environment. 

This proposal conflicts with the social and environmental objectives and it does not meet the 

economic objective given that there is no need for this stone. NYCC and the Yorkshire and 

Humberside Region already has a significant Landbank in place and arrangements have been put in 

place to maintain a supply of crushed rock right up to 2030 and beyond. 

This proposal will not contribute towards the sustainable use of minerals because: 

• It will not secure the long term conservation of the stone; and 

• It will not encourage the use of substitute or secondary and recycled materials and minerals 

waste before considering the extraction of primary materials. 

The Parish Council is aware that the NPFF does encourage sustainable development to be pursued in 

a positive way and that plans and decisions should apply a presumption in favour of sustainable 

development. But not if: 
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• The application of policies in the Framework that protect areas or assets of particular 

importance (habitat sites, SSSI’s and land designated as Green Belt) provides a clear reason 

for refusing the development; or 

• Any adverse impacts of doing so would significantly and demonstrably outweigh the 

benefits, when assessed against the policies in the Framework as a whole. 

The NPFF specifically states that the presumption in favour of sustainable development will not 

apply unless an appropriate assessment has concluded that the plan or project will not adversely 

affect the integrity of habitat sites. 

Additionally, the presumption in favour of sustainable development does not change the statutory 

status of development plans as the starting point for decision making. Where a planning application 

conflicts with an up-to-date plan, permission should not usually be granted. Local Planning 

Authorities can depart from an up-to-date development plan, but only if material considerations in a 

particular case indicate that the plan should not be followed. 

Conclusion – the Parish Council does not believe that this proposal can be deemed to be 

sustainable development. Furthermore, it does not believe that the presumption in favour of 

sustainable development can apply to the proposal given that: 

• The application of policies in the Framework that protects areas or assets of particular 

importance provides a clear reason for refusing the development. 

• Any adverse impacts would significantly outweigh any benefits surrounding the 

development. 

• An appropriate assessment has not concluded that the development will not adversely 

affect the integrity of the SSSI 

• The proposal conflicts with policies in Selby District Council and NYCC’s development 

plans. There are no material considerations that indicate the plans should not be followed.  

LOCAL PLANS 

1. Selby District Local Plan (SDLP) 2005 – Saved Policies 

The Parish Council believe that the proposal is in direct conflict with saved policies contained within 

the SDLP. These are: 

• ENV 9 which states ‘ Proposals for development which would harm a local nature reserve, a 

site of local importance for nature conservation… will not be permitted unless there are no 

reasonable alternative means of meeting the development need and it can be demonstrated 

that there are reasons for the proposal which outweigh the need to safeguard the intrinsic 

local nature conservation value of the site or feature’ 

• ENV 11 which states’ Development will not be permitted where it is likely to cause loss of, or 

damage to an ancient woodland, unless the reasons for the development outweigh the 

nature conservation of the woodland’ 
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• ENV 15 which states ‘Within the Locally Important Landscape areas…priority will be given to 

the conservation and enhancement of the character and quality of the landscape’ 

Conclusion – the Parish Council believe that the proposal has the potential to cause significant 

damage to the nature reserve which is a Site of Special Scientific Interest. The ancient woodland is 

particularly vulnerable to harm as it runs the full length of the proposed development site. The 

proposal is to quarry up to 10 metre to the ancient woodland and even after restoration there will 

be a significant downslope and ‘hole’ on the south side of the woodland. The Parish Council have 

been advised that this could have serious hydrology implications for the woodland. There is a 

strong possibility that it could lead to drying out which would cause damage and even die-off of 

trees that run close to the slope on the north, thereby damaging ecology and removing the 

woodland screening. The vulnerability to the woodland caused by changes in hydrology was also 

identified in a letter of objection from Yorkshire Wildlife Trust on 1 August 2019. The Parish 

Council do not believe there any mitigation measures that would guarantee to safeguard the 

nature reserve from harm.  

There is no development need that cannot be met elsewhere. There is no need given the 

significant Landbank that is in place and the arrangements that have already been put in place by 

NYCC to maintain a steady supply of stone right up to 2030 and beyond.  There are no reasons for 

the development that outweigh the nature conservation value of the nature reserve, including the 

ancient woodland. 

The proposal is totally at odds with ENV 15 in relation to the conservation and enhancement of 

the character and quality of the landscape. 

 

2. Selby District Council Core Strategy 

Vision 

The Council’s vision is to create a distinctive rural district with an outstanding environment that 

comprises of attractive towns and villages. The Core Strategy aims to ensure that new development 

and other actions protects and enhance the built and natural environment and reinforces the 

distinct identity of towns and villages. 

In order to deliver the vision, the Core Strategy identifies a number of strategic objectives that the 

Council will pursue. These include: 

• Safeguarding the open character of the  Green Belt 

• Protecting and enhancing the character of the historic environment 

• Protecting, enhancing and extending green infrastructure, including natural habitats and 

recreational areas. 

• Protecting the best and most versatile agricultural land and enhancing the wider countryside 

for its important landscape, amenity…and recreational and natural resource value. 
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Under this Strategy - development in the countryside will generally be resisted. 

The Green Belt – SP13 

The Core Strategy says that in accordance with the NPFF, planning permission will not be granted for 

inappropriate development unless the applicant has demonstrated very special circumstances to 

justify why permission should be granted. 

Protecting and Enhancing the Environment – SP18 

The Core Strategy says that the high quality and local distinctiveness of the natural and man-made 

environment will be sustained by: 

• Safeguarding and, where possible enhancing the historic and natural environment including 

the landscape character and setting of areas of acknowledged importance. 

• Promoting effective stewardship of the District’s wildlife by ‘safeguarding…locally protected 

sites for nature conservation, including sites of importance for nature conservation. 

• Protecting and enhancing locally distinctive landscapes and areas of tranquillity 

• Steering development to areas of least environmental and agricultural quality. 

Policy SP18 seeks to protect and enhance: 

• Local areas of wildlife 

• Sites of Special Scientific Interest- including species rich grassland (the Brockadale Reserve is 

of regional and National importance for such habitats) and ancient woodlands 

• Open countryside – including best and most versatile agricultural land and its character, 

landscape and appearance. 

• Green infrastructure – including land of recreational and amenity value. 

• Numerous significant currently undesignated archaeological remains along the southern 

magnesium limestone ridge. 

• Groundwater – the important water resource of the magnesium limestone aquifer 

• Air Quality 

Under Air Quality – Local Authorities have a duty to review and assess the local air quality against 

national pollutant health objectives. Areas that exceed these objectives are required to be designated 

as an ‘Air Quality Management Area’ (AQMA). Wakefield District Council has designated 10 AQMA’s 

in their district – one of these being the A1 AQMA – Wentbridge is included within this AQMA. The 

main air quality issue in Wentbridge is the level of Nitrogen Dioxide and the primary source of this is 

from Local Road Traffic. Traffic movement to and from the quarry is thought to contribute significantly 

to the air quality issue. 

Conclusion – the Parish Council believe that the proposal is clearly in conflict with Selby District 

Council’s Core Strategy. It is completely at odds with the strategic objectives that the Council says it 

will pursue in order to deliver its vision. Furthermore the Parish Council believes that in respect of 

policies SP 13 and SP 18, the proposal: 
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• Amounts to inappropriate development 

• The applicant has not demonstrated very special circumstances to justify why planning 

permission should be granted 

• It is totally irreconcilable with the core strategy in terms of sustaining, protecting and 

enhancing the environment. 

• The applicant would not appear to have carried out an appropriate archaeological 

evaluation as specified by NYCC’s Principal Archaeologist. 

AQMA gives an area special status in that consideration must be given to air quality when 

developments are likely to create more traffic or introduce new receptors in an AQMA. The Parish 

Council believe that the proposal will increase air pollution and this will be prejudicial to the health 

and well-being of people living in Wentbridge and other nearby settlements adjoining the A1. 

 

3. NYCC Local Minerals Plan – saved policies 

The Parish Council understand that the ‘saved policies’ continue to form part of the statutory 

development plan and provide the local policy framework for development decisions until they are 

replaced by the ones in the new minerals and waste joint plan. The policies that apply to this proposal 

are: 

3/2 – Preferred Areas 

3/3 – Areas of Search 

3/4 – Other Areas 

4/1 – Environmental Protection – determination of planning applications 

4/6a) – Nature Conservation and habitat protection – Local  

4/14 Local Environment and amenity 

5/5 Crushed rock preferred areas and areas of search. 

3/2, 3/3 and 3/4 - preferred areas, areas of search and other areas 

The Parish Council understand that preferred areas are considered to be generally less constrained in 

environmental and planning terms. They exist in order to maintain Landbanks of permitted reserves 

and areas of search exist to allow additional mineral extraction to take place in circumstances where 

demand cannot be met from the preferred areas. The Local Plan says that development outside 

preferred areas and areas of search would have to be justified and would only apply in unforeseen 

circumstances. The saved policy – other areas  – says that outside preferred areas and areas of search, 

planning permission will normally only be granted for small scale extensions. 
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4/1 – Environmental Protection  

Amongst other considerations, the Local Plan says the Mineral Planning Authority will have to be 

satisfied that: 

• Environmental and amenity safeguards would effectively mitigate the impact of the proposal 

• Any cumulative impact on the local area resulting from the proposal is acceptable. 

4/6a) - Nature Conservation and habitat protection- local 

The Mineral Planning Authority will protect the nature conservation or geological interest of Local 

Nature Reserves…and will have regard to other wildlife habitats. 

4/14 – Local Environment and amenity 

Proposals…will be permitted only where there would not be unacceptable impact on the local and 

residential amenity. 

5/5 – Crushed rock preferred areas and areas of search 

Provision is made through preferred areas and areas of search for the extraction of 53 million tonnes 

of crushed rock. 

Conclusion 

3/2, 3/3 and 3/4 

There can be no policy justification to approve this proposal. The Local Plan clearly says that mineral 

extraction outside of preferred areas and areas of search would generally be contrary to policy and 

would have to be justified in very compelling circumstances. Such circumstances might include: 

• An unforeseen need for the minerals that cannot be met elsewhere 

• The creation of environmental, economic or other benefits to justify substituting an 

allocated site. 

The Local Plan says that in practice an acceptable proposal outside a preferred area or area of search 

is likely to be very rare. This quarry is not a preferred area or area of search but it has recently been 

allowed to grow under the pre-text of small scale extensions. The proposal to increase the size of 

the quarry by almost 50% can hardly be deemed to be a small scale extension. 

4/1, 4/6a) and 4/14 

There are so many environmental issues and sensitivities associated with this site that the Parish 

Council cannot possibly see how the proposal would not have a significant adverse impact on the 

Local Environment and amenity. The Parish Council do not believe that there are any mitigation 

measures that would guarantee to safeguard the nature conservation and wildlife in the nature 

reserve from harm. 
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5/5 

The Parish Council do not believe that there is any justification for further mineral extraction from 

this quarry given the provision that has already been made in the Local Plan for crushed rock 

through preferred areas and areas of search. 

4. Emerging Minerals and joint waste plan 

The Parish Council are not sure what weight if any NYCC might wish to give to the emerging plan. It 

has yet to be adopted and as such it is assumed that the ‘saved policies’ from the Minerals Local Plan 

will continue to take precedence over  policies in the emerging plan. Nevertheless, the Parish Council 

believe that the emerging policies most relevant to this proposal are MO5, MO6, MO9, M10, DO1, 

DO2, DO5, DO6, DO7, and DO12. 

MO5 – Provision of Crushed Rock 

This policy says that the total provision over the period 1 January 2016 to 31 December 2030 shall be 

56.3 million tonnes of which specific provision will be for 22.5 million tonnes of magnesium limestone 

at an equivalent annual rate of 1.5 million tonnes. Additional provision shall be made through a mid-

term review to maintain a 10 year Landbank at 31 December 2030. 

Under policy justification it is reported that substantial permitted reserves of crushed rock already 

exist in the plan area and there is no near term prospect of an overall shortfall in supply. 

MO6 – Landbanks for crushed rock 

The policy says a minimum overall Landbank of 10 years will be maintained for crushed rock 

throughout the plan period, including a separate 10 year Landbank for magnesium limestone. 

MO9 – Meeting crushed rock requirements 

The policy says that the requirement for magnesium limestone over the plan period will be met 

through existing permissions and the grant of permissions on sites included in the plan for working. 

The plan estimates that to meet the specific provision of 22.5 million tonnes of magnesium limestone 

there will be a shortfall between permitted reserves at 1 January 2016 to 31 December 2030 of 7.4 

million tonnes. The plan expects this shortfall will be met by additional reserves of 7 million tonnes 

identified from sites in part 1 of the plan. The estimated reserves of 7.5 million tonnes available from 

sites proposed for allocation in part 2 of the plan will contribute to the longer term Landbank. 

M10 – Unallocated extensions to existing quarries 

The plan says this will be permitted subject to the following criteria: 

• The development would not compromise overall delivery of the strategy for the sustainable 

use of minerals, including the use of alternatives to primary materials 

• The development would be consistent with the development policies in the joint plan. 
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Any reserves granted on unallocated sites would, where relevant contribute towards the Landbank. 

D01 – Presumption in favour of sustainable development 

The policy says planning applications will be approved if they accord with policies in the plan and 

where relevant with policies in neighbourhood plans, unless material considerations indicate 

otherwise. Where there are no relevant policies permission will be granted unless: 

• Any adverse impacts of granting permission would significantly and demonstrably outweigh 

the benefits, when assessed against the policies in the NPFF as a whole. 

Paragraph 14 of the NPFF states that the presumption in favour of sustainable development does not 

apply where specific policies in the NPFF indicate that development should be restricted - e.g.in the 

Green Belt, Sites of Special Scientific Interest.  

DO2 – Local Amenity and cumulative impacts 

Proposals for minerals will not be permitted unless it can be demonstrated that there will be no 

unacceptable impacts on local amenity, local businesses and users of the public rights of way network 

and public open space including as a result of: 

• Noise 

• Dust vibration 

• Visual intrusion 

• Public health and safety 

DO5 – Minerals…in the Green Belt 

Proposals for minerals development in the Green Belt will not be supported where it would not 

preserve the openness of the Green Belt. 

DO6 – Landscape 

All landscapes will be protected from the harmful effects of development. Proposals will not be 

permitted unless it can be demonstrated that there will be no unacceptable impact on the quality 

and/or character of the landscape. 

DO7 – Biodiversity and geodiversity 

Proposals will not be permitted unless it can be demonstrated that there will be no unacceptable 

impact on biodiversity or geodiversity. 

Development which would have an unacceptable impact on SSSI’s…or the loss or deterioration of 

ancient woodland will only be permitted where the benefits of the development would clearly 

outweigh the impact or loss. 
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DO12 – Protection of agricultural land and soil 

Best and most versatile agricultural land will be protected from unnecessary and irreversible loss. 

Where development is justified proposals should prioritise the protection and enhancement of soils 

and the long term potential to recreate areas of best and most versatile agricultural land. 

Conclusion 

From what is reported in MO5, M06 and MO9, there is clearly no business need for a further 

extension to Wentedge Quarry. The permitted reserves meet the demand for stone right up to 2031 

and beyond - and also contribute to maintaining a significant longer term Landbank after 2031. The 

Parish Council note that within part 1 Allocations (policy MO9) – Barnsdale Bar Quarry (MJP28) and 

Wentedge Quarry (MJP29) are both allocated 2.0 million tonnes respectively i.e. 4 million tonnes of 

magnesium limestone in total. The planning consent under MJP 29 has however resulted in the 

extraction of 4.4 million tonnes of stone - and the quarry at Barnsdale Bar currently has a planning 

application with NYCC to extract a further 6.8 million tonnes of stone. If the application is approved, 

then together with the additional stone extracted from Wentedge Quarry - an additional 9.2 million 

tonnes of stone will have been extracted. This being over and above the crushed rock requirement 

contained within the plan. It is assumed that that this additional stone will contribute to what is 

already a very significant Landbank. The Parish Council also note that maintenance of supply is also 

supported through the identification of other allocated sites - again contributing to the very 

significant Landbank. 

The Parish Council can see no justification whatsoever under policy M10 to approve a further 

extension to this quarry. 

The Parish Council fail to see how this proposal can possibly accord with relevant development 

policies contained in the emerging plan. 

 

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT APPRAISAL 

The Parish Council refer to the document prepared by C.F. Landscapes on behalf of Went Valley 

Aggregates and Recycling Ltd. 

July 2018 - Revised April 2019 and Revised August 2019. 

The first thing to say about this report is that it was commissioned and paid for by Went Valley 

Aggregates and as such it cannot be considered to be independent or impartial. The Parish Council are 

very certain that it has been written with one purpose in mind and that is to try and persuade NYCC 

into granting planning permission. The Parish Council believe that the report is not only biased but it 

is misleading and does not focus on the real issues surrounding both the landscape and the Green 

Belt. It is also out of date. The Parish Council would therefore ask NYCC to give very little credence to 

the report. The Parish Council do not have the resources to commission its own external Landscape 

and Visual Impact Appraisal - but if it was able to do so then it is absolutely certain that the resultant 
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report would come up with a completely different set of findings and conclusions. The Parish Council 

believe that a balanced and impartial report would certainly not arrive at the ludicrous conclusion 

reached in par. 8.14 ‘Overall the effects of the proposals on Landscape Character and Visual Amenity 

is assessed as minor adverse during work but minor beneficial after restoration’ 

1. Introduction 

The report states for previous LVIA’s, NYCC Principal Architect asked for the following to be taken into 

account: 

• Location of the site within a Locally Important Landscape Area. 

• Potential views into the site, including from the A1, local roads, recreational routes and areas, 

local residences and settlements. 

These items have also been considered within this revised report. 

It goes on to say – par 1.11 - that Landscape and Visual Impact Appraisal for the previous quarry 

extensions has been used extensively as a basis for this report. 

It then reports in par 1.12 - that following submission of this document in March 2019, NYCC asked 

for further information. Namely the: 

• Effects of the proposal on the Green Belt 

• Amendments to the restoration proposals to provide more emphasis on restoring key 

landscape characteristics typical of the area, delivery of additional green infrastructure … 

• Cumulative effects with other quarries 

• Opportunities for mitigation of landscape and visual impacts 

• Further details regarding the phasing of the excavation and restoration and its effect on 

landscape character and visual amenity. 

The report says “See comments from John Wainwright, NYCC Principal Landscape Officer dated 4 June 

2019. These comments have not been made available to the Parish Council. 

The Parish Council fail to see how the Landscape and Visual Impact Appraisal for previous extensions 

could be used extensively as a basis for this report. Area’s 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 either fronted or bordered 

on to what is a substantial Industrial Estate within the quarry. These particular areas circularize the 

industrial estate. The proposed Area 8 site neither fronts nor borders onto the industrial estate and 

it does not identify with it -  and this being the case previous Landscape and Visual Impact Appraisals 

have no real relevance to the site. It is a different site with different landscape characteristics (and 

Green Belt considerations) and it should have been looked at independently and outside other 

appraisals carried out at the quarry. 

The Parish Council have no issue with what the Appraisal has focussed on. It is what it has not 

focussed on that is highly relevant. The Parish Council believe the report should have paid particular 

attention to: 
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• What harm if any has previous extensions at the quarry had on the landscape character of 

the area? 

• What harm if any has previous extensions had on the openness of the Green Belt? 

• What impact will the proposed development have on the openness of the Green Belt and 

the Locally Important Landscape – particularly having regard to visual impact? 

• Is this particular landscape area along Wentedge Road able to absorb any further harm 

caused by the quarry? 

 

2. Landscape Character 

The Parish Council agrees entirely with the independent Landscape Character findings identified in the 

report. The Countryside Character Map says the key characteristics of the Southern Limestone Area 

include: 

• Elevated ridge with smoothly rolling landform 

• Long views with surrounding lowland 

• Fertile intensively farmed arable farmland 

• Large fields bounded by low cut hedges creating a generally large scale open landscape 

• River Valleys and gorges cutting through the ridge exposing the underlying rock 

• Woodlands combining with open arable land to create a wooded farmland landscape in some 

parts 

• Archaeological remains affecting the long standing importance of the area. 

The Selby District Council Landscape Assessment 1999 identifies this area as ‘West Selby Ridge, a local 

character area’ described as “low ridge of varied character, with open rolling arable farmland, large 

blocks of woodland, the winding valley of limestone streams and parkland which echo a rich historic 

heritage” 

 

The LVIA says: 

• The site lies within a ‘Rolling Open Farmland’ area of rolling lowland of intensively managed 

arable farmland. Open, with large fields and minimum enclosure, often by fragmented 

remnant hedgerows. Woodland cover is generally relatively insignificant. Wide views over 

surrounding lowland. 

• The river Went cuts through the escarpment across the study area in a steep sided valley. 

Beyond the valley the landscape is open with large intensively farmed arable fields overlying 

the very gently rolling landform. The A1 is a dominant feature of the landscape as it is for 

much of the magnesium ridge with noise and movement disrupting the otherwise peaceful 

rural nature of the landscape. The influence of earlier parkland landscapes at Stapleton Park 

to the north… can still be seen in the pattern of woodland. Power lines are also important 

features of the landscape, rendered quite dominant by the openness of landscape. 
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• …Tree planting and hedge planting in 2010 and 2012 along the southern Wentedge Road 

boundary, and along the access road are now mature enough to provide linear woodland 

features softening the effect of the quarrying elements. The soil bunds are covered with 

vegetation, thus are well integrated into the landscape in terms of colour and texture, 

although their regular form is indicative of quarrying or other industrial process in the 

landscape. 

The Parish Council believes that any Landscape and visual impact should be considered against the 

independent assessments carried out under the ‘The Countryside Character Map’ and Selby District 

Council’s Landscape assessment’ which have been reported in this section of the report. The A1 

however is not a dominant feature on the landscape as this particular site is some distance away 

from the A1. The A1 is barely visible from the site and noise from the motorway is hardly discernible. 

The linear woodland features help hide the quarry but do not soften the effects of the quarrying 

elements. The Parish Council do not accept the point that the bunds are well integrated into the 

landscape. There is no vegetation on the obtrusive rocky sub-soil bunds and where there is 

vegetation this amounts to an assortment of overgrown weeds. They are not aesthetically pleasing 

as they are clearly man-made and artificial and they do not integrate into the landscape in terms of 

texture and colour. The bunds and hedgerows have not been maintained and they present a 

significant environmental blight on the landscape and the surrounding countryside. 

 

3. Site Landscape Character 

The LVIA says: 

• Par. 2.4.1 – Area 7 consisted of a narrow field along the eastern boundary of the quarry. 

Hedging along all field boundaries is somewhat intermittent with the roadside boundary 

unhedged. Area 8 is a single large field to the east of Area 7. A very intermittent hedgerow 

forms the southern Went Edge Road boundary and the woodland of Brockadale Nature 

Reserve forms the northern boundary. To the east an almost continuous hedgerow forms the 

boundary between the quarry site and a meadow that is part of Brockadale SSSI. An electricity 

pylon is located on the eastern boundary. 

• Par 2.4.2 - Soil Storage bunds of approx. 2 – 3m high have been constructed along the 

Wentedge Road boundary, inside of the tree planted belt, along the eastern site boundary to 

Area 7 and the western boundary to Area 6. These bunds are currently grassed and in some 

parts have been recently planted with trees. 

• Par. 2.4.3 – The active quarry area (5, 6 and 7) is a combination of bare ground, bunds and 

voids, plant activity, and vehicle movements and dust along the access road producing a 

typical quarry landscape character. Area 8 is currently typical of the wider open landscape of 

relatively level, large arable fields bounded by intermittent hedgerows. 

The Parish Council must report that there is no intermittent hedgerow that forms the southern 

boundary of the site with Went Edge Road. The field runs for 650 m immediately alongside the road 

and the boundary is completely open – there is not one solitary hedgerow plant. It is this openness 
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that provides the scenic views of the ancient woodland, the views into the nature reserve and the 

long distance views over the open countryside to the north of the site.  THIS IS HIGHLY RELEVANT 

BECAUSE THE APPLICANTS PROPOSALS BOTH DURING THE EXCAVATION WORK AND FOLLOWING 

RESTORATION WILL COMPLETELY AND PERMANENTLY CLOSE IN THE OPENNESS OF THE GREEN BELT 

AND WILL REMOVE THE VIEWS THAT ARE ENJOYED AND VALUED BY SO MANY PEOPLE. 

There is no cultivated grass on the bund that forms the eastern boundary of Area 7 and neither is 

there a planted hedgerow. The applicant very recently ripped out or buried a species rich hedgerow 

that formed the eastern boundary between Area 7 and Area 8. Yorkshire Wildlife Trust – please see 

comments in their objection dated 1 August 2019 – believe this may have been a criminal act given 

that the hedge may have been considered sufficient to meet criteria as an important hedgerow 

under the Hedgerow Regulations and it was removed during the bird breeding season. The applicant 

says in par 9.28 of his revised planning statement “Species rich hedge was removed as part of the 

high voltage cable diversion around the site in July 2019” This statement is simply not true as the 

hedgerow did not form part of the diversion site and no land was excavated alongside the hedge.   

Went Valley Aggregates destroyed the hedgerow in order to extract stone right up to the boundary 

with Area 8. The Parish Council cannot be sure but it seems likely that the planning consent for Area 

7 would have stipulated a stand-off at the boundary with Area 8. This being the case Went Valley 

Aggregates was in breach of their planning consent.  The Parish Council have also had reports 

that the stand-off alongside the boundary that runs along Wentedge Road has not been maintained. 

Perhaps this is a matter that NYCC Planning may wish to investigate. 

The LVIA acknowledges that the Landscape Character of the field known as Area 8 is typical of the 

wider open landscape and that it has not been blighted or harmed by quarrying at the site. The LVIA 

is wrong however to report that it is bounded by intermittent hedgerows as there is only one 

hedgerow and this is at the eastern boundary of the site. This hedgerow provides the boundary with 

the nature reserve and although there are gaps it is more or less intact. 

 

4. The Proposal 

The LVIA says: 

• The proposal represents a 48% in the operational area of the quarry. 

• A 30 m stand-off will be left between the quarry void and Wentedge Road 

• A 20 m stand-off will be left along the eastern boundary to allow for the pylon requirements 

and also to maintain a buffer between the excavated void and the nature reserve. 

• A bund alongside the northern boundary next to the woodland of the SSSI will be constructed 

of limestone rocks and rubble. 

• There will be a 10 m stand-off from the northern boundary but this will be subject to a tree 

survey. 

• Soil stripped from Area 8 will be stockpiled in 3 m high bunds along the southern and eastern 

boundaries 
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• The volume of stone arising from the extension will be a continuation of the current volumes 

of production thus will not result in an increase in the number of vehicles entering and leaving 

the quarry. 

• It is proposed to plant/gap up the hedgerow along Wentedge Road to the full extent of the 

Area 8 extension and on the new eastern boundary prior to soil stripping. 

It says somewhere else in the documentation that the field known as Area 8 is around 650 m long 

and 250 m wide. So excluding the stand-off areas this will result in the excavation of 630 m x 210 m 

of open arable agricultural land. The excavation will be to a depth of between 30 to 35 m resulting 

in the extraction of 4.9 million tonnes of stone. It is proposed that the field will be enclosed with 

bunds from 1 to 1.5 m in height on the northern boundary and 3m in height on the southern and 

the eastern boundaries. This will mitigate any views into the quarry but at the same time it will 

remove views into the nature reserve and the long distance views over the surrounding countryside 

to the north/north east and north west of the field. It will completely close in the openness of the 

Green Belt. 

The LVIA says the volume of stone arising from the extension will be a continuation of the current 

production and thus there will be no increase in the number of vehicles entering and leaving the 

quarry. But from this statement the Parish Council do not know what to expect. The last planning 

application was to extract 4.4 million tonnes of stone from Area 5, 6, and 7 over a period of 8 years 

equating to an approximate yearly output of 550,000 tonnes. The planning application was 

approved by a Notice of Decision under the Town and Country Planning Act on 4 September 2019, 

but Went Valley Aggregates had been extracting stone from the site well before this date. It was 

acknowledged in a report to NYYC’s Planning and Regulatory Functions Committee on 29 August 

2017, that Went Valley Aggregates had extracted stone without planning permission from 95% of 

Area 5 and were preparing to extract stone from Area 6. Planning permission was not granted until 

12 months after the date of the report and given that there was no reduction in the volume of traffic 

entering and leaving the quarry, the Parish Council has estimated that around 3 million of the 4.4 

million tonnes of stone was extracted without planning permission.  

The report approved by NYCC’s Planning and Regulatory Functions Committee stipulated that the 

permitted number of vehicles entering and leaving the site in any one day will be 110. This should 

have resulted in it taking just over 5 and half years to extract the 4.4 million tonnes of stone .If we 

assume that Went Valley Aggregates started extracting the stone on the date they submitted their 

planning application 20 September 2016 – based on the 110 Lorry rule - it should have taken them 

until early 2022 to extract the stone. If they had started extracting the stone from the date of the 

P.R.F.C hearing on 29 August 2017, it would have taken them until early 2023. But it did not – it took 

them either a little under 3 years or 2 years depending on the date the unauthorised development 

commenced. This must have resulted in between 200 and 250 Lorries a day entering and leaving the 

quarry. 

The proposal in the LVIA says that the volume of stone will be a continuation of the current 

production with the same number of vehicles entering and leaving the site – so under this planning 
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application it is assumed that over 200 Lorries will enter and leave the quarry each day. This being 

on top of the other Lorries entering and leaving the Went Valley Industrial estate.  

There is no hedgerow along the 650 m length of Area 8 that runs alongside Wentedge Road. So the 

proposal is not to plant/gap up the hedgerow – it is to plant a completely new hedgerow that when 

mature will completely close in the openness of the Green Belt and permanently remove scenic 

views into the nature reserve and the long distance views over the surrounding countryside. 

 

5. Reclamation 

The LVIA says that a low level restoration scheme is proposed – principal objectives being to: 

• Enhance key landscape characteristics. 

• Provide or enhance green infrastructure  

• Encourage the natural development of calcareous woodland, scrub and grassland 

• Conserve long term historic quarrying land use 

It says that mineral wastes or wastes arising from the recycling plant will be placed against the faces 

of the void but it does not identify the nature of these wastes. The Parish Council are advised that if 

the wastes are not from limestone then they will hardly conserve or reinstate the former ecology but 

rather introduce a different regime into the area. This area and Brockadale Nature Reserve in 

particular owe their very special ecological status to the magnesium limestone that runs close to the 

land surface. Near the top of the faces occasional sections of vertical rock will be retained to increase 

the range of habitats on sites. 

The whole area will be cultivated and seeded with a grass mix designed to mimic natural grassland 

habitats.  

An area of 73 m width at the eastern end will be filled to the existing surface level, then soiled and 

seeded to provide Grade 2 agricultural land on the upper parts and grade 3b on the lower parts. It is 

anticipated this will be managed by Yorkshire Wildlife Trust to produce a species rich wildflower 

meadow. The Parish Council are advised that these habitats in the reserve exist because of the 

calcareous limestone substrates and soils. Again the documentation fails to identify the nature of the 

waste – it will presumably not be limestone material as this is what is being quarried and taken away. 

So the nature of the local ecology would be altered and probably harmed by the nature of the waste 

brought in. 

The Parish believe that a low-level restoration scheme has no credibility whatsoever in terms of the 

natural and historic landscape. The landscape is largely defined as large fields bounded by low cut 

hedges in a rolling arable landform with minimum enclosure. The Parish Council fail to see how it 

can be possible to enhance key landscape characteristics in the restoration of such a large industrial 

man-made void. There are no existing landscape characteristics that assimilate with this void. The 

enhancement of green infrastructure presumably relates to the proposal to create a right of way 

along the boundary with Wentedge Road but as explained earlier the Parish Council would not be 
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able to support this proposal. The Parish Council do not understand what is meant by conserve long 

term historic quarrying land use – surely it is recent not historic – it is nevertheless not something 

the Parish Council or the local and wider community would wish to conserve. 

It seems very clear from the proposals that a significant quantity of minerals waste would have to 

be imported to the site.  This is a cause for serious concern because the transportation of materials 

to this site will have a significant impact on the AI – Air Quality Management Area that affects 

people living in Wentbridge and other settlements along the A1. The quarry void may become a 

dumping ground for all sorts of waste. Unless the waste from the recycling plant and that imported 

to the site is limestone and is strictly monitored and regulated this could result in a sub-strata that 

will not sustain plant or wildlife and could impact significantly on the SSSI.  

 

6.  Magnitude of Proposal 

The LVIA says: 

Par. 4.3.2 – The temporary soil bunds at 2 – 3 m height will form small to medium scale features but 

once greened up will not be significant in this open large scale landscape except from very close 

viewpoints. 

Par. 4.3.4 - The majority of the restored site will represent a significant difference to the existing 

landform but will be similar to the steep sided limestone crags of the Went Valley. 

Par 4.3.5 - The recently planted and proposed hedgerow boundaries and woodlands will be significant 

features in the landscape but represent only a small increase to existing woodland and hedgerows. 

The Parish Council and the local and wider community consider the existing bunds to be unkempt 

and visually intrusive. The bunds are not aesthetically pleasing and have had a significant adverse 

impact on the landscape. They have not been ‘greened –up’ as some are just stone and rubble and 

others are covered with overgrown vegetation. The bunds paint a picture of environmental waste 

and dereliction in what is a locally important landscape area.   

The Parish Council agree that restored site will present a significant difference to the existing 

landform and this is a cause for concern. The Parish Council cannot accept how a huge man-made 

industrial void can possibly be deemed to be similar to the steep sided Went Valley limestone crags 

that evolved from the ice-age. This huge quarry void will not integrate into this natural and historic 

landscape. 

The full restoration of the quarry will result in a high hedgerow that will run for almost 1500 metres 

along Wentedge Road completely closing in the openness of the Green Belt and removing the scenic 

views that have existed for hundreds of years. 
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7. Landscape Quality and sensitivity  

The LVIA says: 

• The open agricultural landscape is a harmonious one with large scale fields overlying gently 

rolling landform divide occasionally by wooded valleys, or by blocks of woodland on hillcrests 

or ridges. However the reduction in hedgerows and the poor gappy condition of many of the 

remaining ones has led to some deterioration in the condition of the landscape. 

• The A1 is an intrusion in this otherwise peaceful area with associated noise, movement, lights 

and gantries disrupting the smooth lines and peaceful nature of the agricultural landscape 

• Buildings and structures other than simple limestone buildings are very disruptive in this open 

landscape. Pylons and telegraph poles bring prominent urban forms seen against the open 

fields and skylines. Any signage beyond simple road signs can look cluttered and disruptive 

due to the openness and large scale of the landscape. 

• Overall, balancing the high quality of the large scale farmland with the detracting features of 

the A1, pylons, other occasional urban influences and poor hedgerows the landscape quality 

is assessed as GOOD/MEDIUM. 

The Parish Council believe that the comments made in this section simply amount to an attempt to 

denigrate the landscape even though other independent landscape reports have reported that it is 

a landscape of quality and value – hence the reason why it has been defined as Locally Important 

Landscape area. The Parish Council do not believe that gaps in the hedgerows detract from the 

quality of the landscape – in some ways the lack of uniformity adds character to it. The only 

hedgerow that has suffered in recent years is the one that formed the boundary between Area 7 

and Area 8 and which was destroyed by Went Valley Aggregates in order to extract the maximum 

amount of stone from Area 7. 

The A1 is not an issue in so far as it relates to this site. It is some distance away and is hardly visible 

and noise is not discernible. 

There are no buildings or structures that are disruptive to the open landscape. There are no signs, 

other than road signs that impact on this area - the only exception being the signage at the entrance 

to the quarry.  

The Parish Council – under the methodology used by C.F.Landscapes – would assess the landscape 

as EXCEPTIONAL/VERY GOOD. 

8. Visibility  and effect on visual amenity 

The LVIA says: 

• This is a very open landscape across the countryside from the magnesium limestone ridge 

to the west. However, although open, in the relatively level area of the dip slope within 

which the proposed site lies, overall visibility is low as even minor changes in landform or 

small woodlands result in a curtailment of the view and there are few high points from 

which a view can be obtained. The approach from the east along Wentedge Road 
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illustrates the situation where the very minor summit between Kirk Smeaton and the A1 

prevent views of much of the site. 

• From within the Went Valley generally the steep wooded sides combine with the landform 

to limit views within the valley itself. However the eastern edge of the proposed quarry 

will be visible from more open parts of the Went Valley to the north east. Views crossing 

the south facing valley hedges will be affected. 

• Close views are afforded from Wentedge Road between its crossing of the A1 and the 

western edge of Kirk Smeaton. Here proximity of the site results in HIGH VISIBILITY. 

Similarly close views of the site from the footpath crossing the field immediately east of 

the site will be affected. 

The Parish Council agree that away from Wentedge Road very few sites look onto this site 

due to the topography of the land. The Parish Council also accept that the eastern edge of 

the quarry is only really visible from the nature reserve. Visibility from Wentedge Road 

however is extremely high. There are scenic views of the ancient woodland and scenic views 

into the nature reserve and long distance views of the surrounding countryside to the north. 

The proposal will permanently remove views that have existed for hundreds if not 

thousands of years. 

 

9. Visual Receptor 

The LVIA says: 

• For footpath users, and to lesser extent horse riders in this, the quality of the long views 

across the landscape is an important part of the user’s enjoyment of the area. Generally, 

this is not an area of high recreational use. However, routes across and through 

Brockadale Nature Reserve are well used by walkers and those enjoying the natural 

features of the area. Appreciation of views here will also be part of the reason for the 

walking, although most views are quite limited, enclosed by the valley shape and 

woodland. Overall the sensitivity of visual receptor using the public rights of way network 

is assessed as MEDIUM. 

• Vehicles travel through the landscape at speed thus views are glimpsed very quickly and 

are transient. On the A1 particular speed is such that views of the quarry are seen for a 

very short period of time. The sensitivity of the visual receptor in vehicles is LOW. 

The LVIA then identifies 14 views to the site looking from a number of vantage points from within the 

nature reserve and from locations.  

Although it is not particularly relevant, the Parish Council cannot accept that views within 

Brockadale are quite limited. There are a number of vantage points that provide quite extensive 

views within the reserve and of the surrounding countryside outside the reserve – including the 

eastern edge of the proposed extension site. The Highway is clearly a public right of way and what 

is very relevant is the quality of the scenic and long distance views that are enjoyed by so many 

people from Wentedge Road. 
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The distance that the existing quarry runs alongside Wentedge Road is probably a little longer than 

the stretch of road that runs along the proposed Area 8 development site. This being the case the 

length of road affected by the quarry will be a distance of around 1500 metres. Wentedge Road 

although a narrow country road is used regularly by people travelling to and from the respective 

Smeaton Villages and Wentbridge – and also by farmers who cultivate the land on both sides of the 

road. It is very wrong to suggest that all vehicles travel at speed and that people travelling in vehicles 

do not get the opportunity to enjoy the views. Even travelling at speed motorists and their 

passengers have every opportunity to enjoy the views of the ancient woodland, the scenic views 

into the nature reserve and the long distance views over the surrounding countryside to the north 

of the site. The Parish Council would assess the sensitivity of the visual receptor in vehicles as HIGH. 

The 14 viewing points that have been assessed individually do not properly represent this site.  It is 

true that proposed development does have an impact on some of these sites but a number of the 

sites in terms of distance and location from the Area 8 site have no relevance at all. The only site of 

any real relevance identified outside the nature reserve is VIEW 9 from Wentedge Road looking 

west. This clearly shows the adverse impact that the proposal will have on the landscape and visual 

amenity. For the viewing points to be representative and have any real credence there should have 

been viewing points from: 

• West to east alongside Wentedge Road; and 

• South to north from Wentedge Road. 

These viewing points together with VIEW 9 would clearly illustrate the adverse impact the proposal 

will have on landscape and visual amenity. 

The Parish Council believe that the photograph illustrating View 10 from Middlefield Lane was 

purely used in an attempt to denigrate the landscape and quality of the surrounding countryside.  

The Parish Council cannot understand why this viewing point was considered appropriate but more 

importantly why it was found necessary to illustrate ‘fly-tipping’ on the photograph. Like most rural 

villages Kirk Smeaton does suffer from fly-tipping but as a community we do work closely with Selby 

District Council and other agencies to deal with this issue. 

 

10. Effects on Landscape Character  

The LVIA says: 

• Overall the quarry is a relatively small-scale feature in a generally large scale landscape. No 

significant features or components of the landscape will be removed, but the area of 

woodlands and hedgerows will increase. Overall the proposals represent a low magnitude of 

change to the physical landscape structure and pattern.  

• The smooth open agricultural land will be largely unaffected by the quarry extension after 

restoration due mainly to its LOW VISIBILITY in the landscape. There will be no major changes 

to the Landform, new structures or vegetation or removal of important features that 

contribute to this landscape character. While the low-level restoration to a grass covered void 
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in the ground will involve the removal of one large almost level field that is a defining feature 

of the landscape, the fact that it will be almost unseen means that the effect is very low or 

negligible. The ecological benefits of increasing the magnesium limestone grassland habitat 

outweigh the potential disadvantages of interruptions to the landscape character in general. 

• One of the detracting features of the landscape quality is the poor quality of the field boundary 

hedgerows. Poor maintenance and removal of hedgerows is a continuing trend that threatens 

to compromise the harmonious pattern of the large field’s woodlands, roads and dwellings 

and imposes an ‘uncared for’ aspect on the landscape. The proposals including reinstating the 

hedgerows along the southern and eastern boundaries. As they mature they will bring positive 

benefits to the landscape character, particularly as the hedge lines will be prominent in views 

from Wentedge Road and from footpaths in the nature reserve. 

• The positive benefits of the strengthening of field boundaries and the increase in woodland 

outweigh the potentially negative effect of removal of a large agricultural field and its 

replacement with a grass void. 

The quarry might be a relatively small scale feature in respect of overall landscape but in terms 

of Wentedge Road it is an extremely dominating and intrusive feature. If the extension is 

approved it will run for almost 1500 metres which is more than half the length of Wentedge 

Road – a road that connects 2 historic conservation villages. The significant feature that will be 

removed - in this locally important landscape area comprising mostly rolling agricultural 

farmland - will be a large arable field.  The area of woodland will not increase because apart 

from a few pockets of trees to be planted in the restored quarry the revised restoration 

proposals do not include for the provision of any new trees. A new hedgerow running alongside 

Wentedge Road will be planted to screen the quarry. This will impact on the structure and 

pattern of the landscape character along Wentedge Road.  

The Parish Council cannot accept that there will be no changes to the landform or that this will 

not have an adverse impact on the landscape character of the area. The very fact that the quarry 

void will be virtually unseen in such an open landscape area will in fact amount to a significant 

change in this high visibility open landscape area. 

The gaps in some of the hedgerows are not a detracting feature in the landscape. The only 

hedgerow to be removed in recent years is the one that formed the boundary between Area 7 

and Area 8. – and as already reported Went Valley Aggregates destroyed this hedgerow in order 

to squeeze the last bit of stone out of Area 7. There is presently no hedgerow along the southern 

boundary of Area 8 – this is not a detracting feature as it allows panoramic views over the 

surrounding countryside. Planting a hedgerow to screen the quarry void will completely close 

in the openness of the Green Belt and will remove the significant views that are enjoyed by so 

many people across this field. 

The proposal is to remove a large arable field and replace it with a very large hole in the ground. 

The Parish Council believe the statement made by C.F.Landscapes that ‘the positive benefits of 

strengthening field boundaries and the increase in woodland outweigh the potentially negative 
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effect of a removal of a large agricultural field and its replacement with a grass void’ to be a 

quite absurd and ludicrous one to make. 

 

11. Summary and conclusions 

The LVIA says: 

• Urban features of the A1 with its associated signage, gantries and lighting and pylons carrying 

power lines are also integral parts of the landscape character diluting the rural peaceful 

nature. 

• The strong, large scale field pattern, is largely intact, but is under threat from the removal and 

poor management. In addition to the urban features of the A1, pylons and power lines etc., 

the minor features of intrusive signage and industrial buildings associated with the existing 

quarry also reduce the cohesiveness of the landscape 

• Woodlands or hedgerows are effective in screening low level developments. New 

developments can be accommodated more easily amongst or against woodlands than on the 

open fields. 

• The existing quarry accesses would be used and there will be no increase in the number of 

vehicles entering and leaving the quarry. 

• As part of the Area 3 extension a woodland belt of 10m width has been planted along the 

Wentedge Road boundary. It is proposed to extend this eastward along area 8. It will lie 

immediately behind the roadside edge that will be planted / gapped up A 20 m stand-off from 

the eastern boundary and a 10 m stand-off from Brockadale woodland. 

• Overall the quarry is a medium scale but low level feature in a generally large scale landscape. 

• On completion of the restoration the impact of the quarry on landscape character will be 

minor due to its low visibility. The replacing of hedgerow boundaries will help counteract the 

loss and poor management of hedgerows that currently contribute towards a deteriorating 

landscape. The proposed woodland belts will extend the ‘wooded farmland landscape 

character southwards into the more rolling farmlands. 

• The soil bunds will form somewhat unnatural features impacting negatively on views and 

landscape character but the grass covering will help to integrate them into the surrounding 

fields and the proposed woodlands and hedgerows in front will visually break up the outlines 

of the structures. 

• The effect of the Area 8 quarry extension and of the whole quarry on landscape character is 

assessed as MINOR/ADVERSE during work and MINOR/BENEFICIAL after restoration. 

• Despite the general openness of the landscape the site is not highly visible. The Brockadale 

and Went Valley woodland wraps around the quarry site to the north, curtailing views from 

the north and north west. There are some views of the site from the north east of the most 

eastern part of the quarry extension but these are often obscured woodland and topography. 

Close and medium views are obtained from Wentedge Road to the south and south west. 

• The proposed works will have the greatest effect on the more sensitive views from across the 

Went Valley at the north east of the site in the Reserve. 
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• After restoration views from the south will be curtailed by the woodland belt along Wentedge 

boundary and by the hedgerows along the eastern and southern boundaries of the site. Due 

to the relatively level topography, the hedge will be very effective in preventing views of the 

grassed void. The completed works are judged to have a MODERATE, BENEFICIAL effect on 

close medium distance views. 

• The scale of the proposals, the small contribution quarrying makes to the defining landscape 

character in this area, and the generally low visibility of Wentedge and other quarries in the 

vicinity results in negligible cumulative effect on both landscape character and on visual 

amenity 

• Overall the effects of the proposals on Landscape Character and visual amenity are assessed 

as MINOR ADVERSE during work but MINOR BENEFICIAL after restoration. 

The Parish Council would comment as follows: 

• Urban features of the A1 are not relevant to Area 8 

• The large scale field pattern is not under threat – other than from this proposal – and other 

urban features do not reduce the cohesiveness of this site. 

• Hedgerows are effective in screening low developments but they also close in the openness 

of the Green belt and remove and diminish views. 

• There is one quarry access and the uncontrolled number of vehicles entering and leaving 

the site is a cause for considerable concern. 

• The revised restoration proposals removed the woodland belt that was to extend eastwards 

along Area 8.  

• The quarry can hardly be deemed to be a medium scale but low level feature in the local 

landscape. 

• On completion of the restoration the impact of the quarry on Landscape character can 

hardly be deemed to be minor. 

• The bunds will provide an unsightly and obtrusive feature and will impact significantly on 

views. 

• The completed works will have a MAJOR ADVERSE effect on views 

• Overall the effects of the proposals on Landscape Character and visual amenity will be 

MAJOR ADVERSE both during and after work. 

 

CHARACTER AND APPEARANCE OF THE LANDSCAPE 

The Parish Council believe that any further quarrying along Wentedge Road will cause significant 

irreversible harm to the character and appearance of the area. Further quarrying along Wentedge 

Road will damage a natural and historic landscape that has existed for hundreds if not thousands of 

years. The landscape has been independently assessed as LOCALLY IMPORTANT and is one that is 

highly valued by people living in the Smeaton Villages – and also by people living in other nearby 

communities. It is a landscape that has been enjoyed by so many people over the years and it needs 
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to be safeguarded for future generations to come. This particular field in terms of the locally important 

landscape is of great significance as it provides: 

• Views of the ancient woodland. 

• Views into the nature reserve: and 

• Long distance views over surrounding countryside to the north of the field. 

 

It is the views across this field that are enjoyed by hundreds of motorists and cyclists each and every 

day. The proposal will completely remove these views and will detract significantly from this locally 

important landscape area. 

Up to 2010, the quarry had a very small operational area and was set back from the road. The only 

visible evidence of the quarry from the main road was a few elevated industrial units and the private 

access road leading to the units. Successive planning consents since 2010, have however allowed the 

quarry to swallow up more and more agricultural land right up to the road side. The quarry now runs 

for several hundred metres immediately alongside Wentedge Road. The open fields that previously 

ran along the northern stretch of Wentedge Road have been excavated and screened with unsightly 

bunds and hedge row planting. The landscape has been completely and irreversibly closed in and the 

open views that were previously enjoyed by motorists, cyclists and walkers have been completely 

removed. 

The stretch of road from the quarry entrance to Kirk Smeaton previously comprised of open arable 

fields on both sides of the road. This provided an agricultural setting in keeping with the area, and 

provided open views from both sides of the road. The expansion of the quarry since 2010 has however 

closed in several hundred metres or so of the open landscape to the northern side of the road, thus 

completely removing the views that previously existed. The proposal to extend the quarry a further 

650 metres along Wentedge Road will close in even more of the road and will remove views that 

people have enjoyed for hundreds of years. It will result in more than half of the previously open 

Wentedge road - from the quarry entrance to Kirk Smeaton - being permanently closed in. This will 

have a significant adverse impact on the landscape character and appearance of the area. 

To understand the impact that closing in even more of Wentedge Road will have on the character and 

appearance of the area it is necessary to consider the landscape character of the area. The key 

characteristics of the area include: 

• Open arable farmland 

• Fertile intensively farmed arable land 

• Woodlands combining with open arable land to create a wooded farmland landscape. 

• Long views over surrounding land 

• Large fields bounded by low cut hedges creating a generally large scale open landscape. 

• Large fields with minimum enclosure 

The landscape characteristic of the area is all about arable land, openness and views. This particular 

field is an epitome of the key characteristic of the landscape area. It is a large arable field with 
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minimum enclosure – the only enclosure being the ancient woodland that forms the northern 

boundary with the nature reserve and the western boundary that abuts the quarry. The southern 

boundary of the field runs the full length of Wentedge Road and is completely open. It is this openness 

that provides the scenic and long distance views into the nature reserve and over the surrounding 

countryside. It is these locally important views that are valued and enjoyed by so many people. 

The landscape was identified by Selby District Council, from a Landscape Assessment carried out by 

independent consultants, as a Local Landscape Character Area and has since been designated a Locally 

Important Landscape area. This particular field is a landscape resource and visual amenity because: 

• It is in close proximity to the historic village of Kirk Smeaton which is a conservation area. 

• Its northern and eastern boundaries abut a nature reserve 

• Its southern boundary runs alongside the main road that links Kirk Smeaton and Wentbridge. 

• There are public rights of way running the full length of its northern, eastern and southern 

boundaries. 

 

Previous mineral extraction along Wentedge Road has had an adverse impact on the character and 

appearance of the area. But this particular field has retained its natural landform and this makes it 

important in mitigating the impact that the quarry has already had on the landscape and land 

characteristic of the area. The proposal to extend the existing 30 to 35 metre deep quarry void from 

the current operational area of the quarry for a further 650 metres along Wentedge Road will have a 

devastating impact on the character and appearance of the area. An even larger void will be left within 

the locally important landscape and this will not be integrated into the landscape due to its depth and 

its unhappy relationship with the adjoining incised river valley. The Parish Council and the local 

community believe that the landscape simply cannot absorb any bigger quarry void. 

The proposals to construct bunds between 2.5m to 3.5m high to screen and secure the site during the 

excavation work will completely close in the openness of the Green Belt. The bunds will be intrusive 

features in this attractive open countryside and will remove the scenic and long distance views that 

are currently enjoyed. The bunds will be removed on restoration but the hedgerow planting designed 

to screen and secure the quarry void will be permanent as a low level restoration scheme is planned 

for the site. The hedgerow planting and the large quarry void will completely alter the land 

characteristic of this natural and historic landscape. The open vista will be permanently destroyed. 

The applicant’s restoration plans in so far as this landscape is concerned have no credibility 

whatsoever. The plan to leave open limestone faces up to 5m in height on the south, north and east 

sides and then slope down into the base of the quarry will effectively mean that the site will have to 

be hidden and kept secure to keep people safe from harm. The gentle rolling landform will become 

one great big depression in the ground hidden and secured by fencing and hedgerows. 

The impact that this proposal has on the locally important landscape needs to be considered in a local 

rather than the general wider landscape context. The quarry is a relatively small site located in a 

reasonably large scale landscape area. If it was tucked away in the countryside - virtually hidden from 

roads and other public rights of way - then it would have little impact on the character and appearance 
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of the area. But the quarry runs immediately alongside the road and shares 2 of its 4 boundaries with 

a nature reserve and runs parallel to a natural and historic river valley that evolved from the ice-age.  

The adverse impact that this proposal will have on the character and appearance of the local area 

cannot be overstated. 

Conclusion 

The Parish Council strongly believe that the proposal will have a devastating impact on the character 

and appearance of the area and is completely at odds with the policy about enhancing the natural 

and local environment and recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside, and 

the economic and other benefits of best and most versatile agricultural land. 

 

THE AMENITY VALUE OF THE AREA 

The nature reserve is much valued by people living in the Smeaton villages, Wentbridge and the wider 

community. It attracts a considerable number of visitors from former coalfield towns and villages – 

communities that have been badly scarred by the demise of the Coal Industry and where higher levels 

of deprivation exist. Most of these communities live within a 10 mile radius of the nature reserve. 

Unlike people living in the north of the County we do not have the beauty of the Yorkshire Dales or 

the North Yorkshire Wolds on our doorstep. But we do have Brockadale – and although it pales into 

insignificance with other parts of North Yorkshire it is a little bit of beauty at the most southern tip of 

the County.  

The nature reserve offers a beautiful, peaceful and tranquil setting in the countryside for families with 

or without children, hikers, dog walkers, butterfly enthusiasts, bird watchers and indeed for anyone 

wanting to spend quality time outdoors. People visit to walk their dogs, families visit to have picnics 

and children visit with their fishing nets to play in the shallow river Went. 

Walking clubs from all over Yorkshire walk through the reserve. Children from special needs schools 

enjoy what the nature reserve has to offer – as do children from the local primary school who learn 

about nature in the reserve.  

Recent comments on trip advisor have included: 

• “Peace and tranquillity in a beautiful wildlife reserve. After googling local walks, I chanced 

upon this little gem. It is an ideal place to take kids for a picnic and a spot of pond dipping” 

• “Deer, cattle and rare flowers. If you are ever down the A1 from the north you will see a 

beautiful Yorkshire valley in the village of Wentbridge, walk a full circuit to Kirk Smeaton from 

Wentbridge and stop for a delicious pint of black sheep ale. A wonderful way to spend a day 

out”. 

The planning proposal will bring the quarry almost into the heart of the nature reserve. It will bring it 

right up to the public rights of way that are used extensively by people visiting and enjoying the 

reserve. The proposal to extend the existing 30 to 35 metre quarry void for a further several hundred 
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metres immediately alongside the southern and eastern boundary of the reserve will have an adverse 

impact on the amenity value of the reserve. The bunds and hedgerow planting will blight the landscape 

and will not preserve the special character and setting of the reserve. 

Peace and tranquillity in the reserve will be severely compromised. 

Conclusion 

The Parish Council believe that the proposal to extend the quarry right into the heart of Brockadale 

will detract significantly from the amenity value of the reserve. So much so that a considerable 

number of people both within the immediate and wider community have said that they will no 

longer visit the reserve. As one gentleman who regularly visits the reserve put it “I visit the nature 

reserve because it is located in a scenic open countryside setting. I enjoy the peace and tranquillity 

the reserve has to offer and I enjoy breathing in fresh air and listening to the rustling of trees and 

birds singing. I do not visit the reserve to breathe in dust and other emissions and to listen to loud 

bangs and other industrial noise” 

It is widely accepted that quarrying is a destructive industry and the Parish Council believe that 

regardless of any mitigation measures, dust and noise will be evidenced in the reserve. The very fact 

that a large-scale quarry is operating almost within the reserve and immediately alongside public 

rights of way will inevitably discourage people from visiting the reserve. 

There is no need for this stone given the significant Landbank that is in place both within NYCC and 

the Yorkshire and Humberside Region. There can therefore be no justifiable grounds to damage an 

amenity that is valued and enjoyed by so many people. This would not contribute towards the 

physical, social and cultural well-being of individual people or communities. 

The Parish Council believe that it would be a shameful indictment if the needs of the quarry took 

precedence over the needs of people and communities.  

 

RESTORATION  

The Parish Council believe that the low-level restoration scheme lacks credibility. The restoration 

scheme is all about concealment i.e. hiding the quarry void. It is not about enhancing or improving 

the quality of the landscape area. 

The restoration proposals do not restore any of the key landscape characteristics: 

• Open arable land 

• Rolling open Landform 

• Minimum enclosure  

• Long and scenic views over surrounding countryside etc. 

This is clearly not possible with a low level restoration scheme and neither is it possible for a huge 

quarry void to sit comfortably alongside a natural and historic river valley. 
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The Parish Council believe that very few of the Long-Term Restoration Objectives identified in the 

Addendum to Restoration and Aftercare report is achievable. That is: 

a) To strengthen the ‘Rolling Open Farmlands’ landscape. The proposal removes the Rolling 

Open Farmlands landscape – it cannot possibly strengthen it. 

b) To recreate a magnesium limestone valley and consolidate the Brockadale SSSI complex of 

magnesium limestone habitats. It is not possible to create a magnesium limestone valley 

from a huge quarry void – any attempt to do so would be unrealistic and prove totally 

artificial. The proposal could cause significant harm to the Brockadale SSSI as reported by 

Yorkshire Wildlife Trust in their objection letter dated 1 August 2019. A magnesium 

limestone valley would not incorporate a large industrial estate. 

c)  To develop a diversity of magnesium limestone habitats by appropriate soiling, cultivation 

and seeding…over the whole of the remaining quarry void not occupied by the industrial area. 

The Parish Council have very serious concerns about the quantity and quality of the waste 

material that will need to be imported to the site and also its suitability.  If non-magnesium 

limestone infill is used then it will not be possible to develop magnesium limestone habitats. 

d) To provide Grade 2 and 3b agricultural land. The proposal will remove 9.7 hectares of Grade 

2 and 3b agricultural land – no agricultural land will be provided in Area 8 and as such this 

restoration objective does not apply to this site. 

e) To provide an attractive community amenity suitable for use by the local population and to 

encourage visitors to the area. The proposal will not be an attractive community amenity as 

the quarry void is integral to a fairly large industrial estate and access to the site is through 

the estate. The site is not open to the general public presumably because of health and 

safety grounds and can only be accessed by prior appointment and as part of an organised 

trip. 

f) To develop recreational routes to provide strong connectivity with other routes in the vicinity.  

The proposal to create a right of way alongside the boundary of Wentedge Road from 

Thompsons Meadow to the quarrying access road does not provide strong connectivity to 

other routes within the vicinity. It merely provides an alternative link to 1 other more 

interesting walk. For reasons previously outlined in this submission the Parish Council would 

not support this right of way. 

The planning application states that the restoration of the land will be with engineered waste from 

the existing adjacent waste treatment facility. This is clearly not possible because: 

• The waste treatment facility is a recycling plant and by its very nature should  generate only a 

relatively small amount of waste; and 

• The restoration drawings show that the amount of waste required is substantial – far more 

than what could be generated from the recycling plant. 

The drawings do highlight imported waste but do not quantify the amount of waste that will have to 

be imported to the site. The Parish Council have not identified from the documentation exactly what 

this waste might be. Depending what it might be there could be significant issues associated with 

traffic movements, noise, dust, odour, vermin- the quarry is certainly not a suitable site for waste 
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disposal. The Parish Council believe however that from the extent of ’tipping’ shown on the  drawings, 

the amount of waste that will need to be imported to the site will amount to hundreds of thousands 

of tonnes. This assessment would seem to be borne out by the statement in the applicants revised 

planning statement that says par. 3.4 “There will be a further 6 years of tipping into the quarry to 

restore the site to a low level scheme”  This raises two very important issues: 

1. Imported waste will increase the already significant number of Lorries entering and leaving 

the site – phased restoration will be taking place simultaneously with the excavation of stone 

from Area 8. 

There will be Lorries entering and leaving the site in connection with business activities surrounding 

the industrial estate; there will be Lorries entering and leaving the site to transport the excavated 

stone and there will be Lorries entering and leaving the site with imported waste materials. This will 

impact significantly on road safety, it will impact on North Yorkshire County Council and Selby District 

Council’s green policy in respect of carbon emissions but more importantly it will impact on the A1 Air 

Quality Management Area – particularly in respect of Nitrogen Dioxide levels in Wentbridge and other 

settlements adjoining the A1. 

2. The restoration proposals do not provide any details of what the imported waste might be 

and neither does it provide details of its suitability. The Parish Council have no real 

horticultural knowledge but it has been reported that calcareous grassland and plants can 

only thrive on magnesium limestone sub-strata and soil. The Parish Council have been advised 

that non-magnesium limestone infill would not amount to restoration. 

Went Valley Aggregates say that the soil will be stripped from Area 8 and will be stored as bunds and 

then used for the restoration work. Some of this soil has already been contaminated as recent work 

by Went Valley aggregates to install an underground cable did not safeguard the soil – it was mixed in 

with the sub-stone and used to back-fill the trench that was excavated for the cable. The soil from 

Area 8 has been intensively farmed and has been treated with chemical fertilisers for a number of 

years. In contrast the special limestone plants of the area are adapted to sparse, low-nutrient, 

calcareous soils. 

It is inevitable that a substantial tonnage of soil will have to be imported to the quarry as it would 

seem there was no meaningful attempt to safeguard soil from previous mineral extraction work. The 

existing bunds appear to contain more rubble than soil and this must render it highly unsuitable for 

cultivating and seeding. 

Importing soil for restoration work will also increase the number of Lorries entering and leaving the 

quarry site.  

The applicant says in the revised planning statement that:  

• Par.1.6 –“It is estimated that there will be 150,000 tonnes of building stone in Area 8 

which is 12 years of production” 
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• Par 6. 21.10 “The extension of the quarry will provide 150,000 tonnes of building stone 

which is a further 40 years of building stone if the stone is stored on the site in the base 

of the quarry and covered with limestone fines” 

The restoration drawings do not show any details of where in the base of the quarry 150,000 tonnes 

of building stone might be stored. If there is 150,000 tonnes of building stone in Area 8 – the Parish 

Council believe this is highly questionable – then burying the stone in the base of the quarry floor will 

delay the full restoration of the quarry for 40 years. 

The revised documents seem to imply that Yorkshire Wildlife Trust is fully supportive of the planning 

application. The Parish Council’s understanding is that YWT are opposed to the application but are 

happy to discuss restoration and aftercare proposals in order to try and prevent and mitigate any harm 

to the SSSI. The YWT Local Volunteers and Trust members living in the village are very much opposed 

to the application. 

Went Valley Aggregates have a poor record when it comes to the environment and complying with 

planning conditions. If NYCC was so minded as to approve this application then the Parish Council 

would have little confidence that restoration and aftercare would be carried out and delivered to an 

acceptable standard. 

Conclusion 

The Parish Council do not believe that satisfactory restoration or longer term enhancement of the 

site could ever be achieved under a low level restoration scheme. The Parish Council believes that 

there are a number of issues and serious concerns relating to and arising from the restoration 

proposals. The restored site will simply become an extension to the industrial estate. 

 

SUMMARY 

The Parish Council has given a great deal of thought and consideration to the proposal and can find 

no justifiable grounds to support the application. The proposal in our view clearly amounts to 

inappropriate development and there are no very special circumstances that outweigh the harm that 

would be caused to the Green Belt. 

1. Benefits 

The only benefits that could be argued are: 

a) The financial benefits to Went Valley Aggregates. 

This is indisputable. 

b) To the economy. 

There can be very little benefit, if any, to the economy because there is no need for the stone. The 

need for minerals is being met elsewhere and there can be no benefit to extract minerals that would 
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be surplus to requirements. NYCC have already given great weight to the benefit of mineral extraction 

to the economy by providing a significant Landbank and putting in place arrangements to ensure a 

readily available supply of minerals right up to 2030 and beyond. 

 

c) Employment 

The Parish Council believe there is no such thing as a job for life and quarry employees should not be 

treated any differently to other employees whose jobs come to an end. Construction workers have to 

move from site to site as do a lot of other workers who are on fixed term or variable term contracts 

of employment. The nearby colliery at Kellingley has recently shut with the loss of around 650 jobs – 

in its heyday it employed around 2,500 employees. British Coal has not kept the Colliery open to save 

jobs. 

The number of people who Went Valley Aggregates reported to be working at the quarry needs to be 

treated with caution as the numbers do not correspond.  The documents refer to 27 and then to 30 

people directly working and processing aggregates, but yet the earlier application approved in 2018 

(to extract the same quantity of minerals) refers to there being 14 full-time jobs. 

Given that the quarry was more or less worked out in June 2019, it is assumed that any displaced 

employees have already been redeployed or have found alternative employment outside the quarry. 

d) Bio-diversity 

 It is claimed that there could be a net gain in bio-diversity through hedgerow planting on restoration. 

The Parish Council believe that any potential gain in bio-diversity would only be in the very long term 

and this would only serve to neutralise the damage that has already been caused.  

Further quarrying has the potential to destroy habitats and the species they support. Even if the 

habitats are not directly removed by excavation, they can be indirectly affected and damaged by 

environmental impacts. For example, noise pollution and dust can have a significant impact on some 

species and affect their successful reproduction. It is a well-known fact that limestone dust and indeed 

any dust can disturb plant growth by settling on leaves and hindering photosynthesis. 

The Parish Council are dismayed that Went Valley Aggregates do not take bio-diversity seriously. Their 

decision to recently ‘rip-out ‘the hedgerow forming the boundary between Area 7 and the proposed 

development site has caused much consternation in the village. This was a species rich hedge and was 

removed during the bird breeding season.  

Other than the financial benefit to Went Valley aggregates there seems to be very little if any other 

benefits arising from the proposal.  

 

2. Adverse impacts surrounding the proposal. 
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These are significant and include: 

a) The permanent and irreversible damage to the character and appearance of the area. 

b) Changing the landform and land characteristic of a Locally Important Landscape Area. 

c) Failing to recognise the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside. 

d) A further unwelcome encroachment into the countryside resulting in the loss of more Green 

Belt land. 

e) Closing in the openness of the Green Belt and accentuating the harm that has already been 

caused to the openness of the Green Belt. 

f) The permanent loss of scenic and long distance views. 

g) The adverse impact on the amenity value of the area. 

h) The failure to preserve the setting and special character of the historic agricultural villages 

i) The failure to preserve the character and special setting of the nature reserve. 

j) The further loss of best and most versatile agricultural land. 

k) The potential to cause significant damage to the flora and fauna in the nature reserve – a site 

of Special Scientific Interest. 

l) The potential to cause significant damage to ancient woodland. 

m) Contributing towards poor air quality in Wentbridge. 

n) Failing to recognise the physical, social and cultural needs of the local and wider communities. 

o) The further delay in completing final restoration work. 

 

 The Parish Council would ask NYCC to give particular consideration to the following matters: 

a) Air Quality in Wentbridge 

The issue of poor local air quality in Wentbridge is a cause for serious concern - its designation in an 

AQMA is not widely known.  The Parish Council accept that the primary source of Nitrogen Dioxide in 

Wentbridge is probably from traffic on the A1 – but heavy goods vehicles from the quarry do 

contribute significantly to air pollution in the village. The H.G.vehicles visiting the quarry, leave and 

access the A1 from slip roads located just outside the village.  

The last planning consent to Went Valley Aggregates was approved for the extraction of 4.4 million 

tonnes of stone over a period of 8 years. But Went Valley Aggregates extracted and removed the stone 

in a little under 2 years.  The planning consent specified no more than 110 Lorries a day, but the Parish 

Council have calculated that in excess of 250 Lorries a day must have been entering and leaving the 

quarry.  This equates to 500 lorry journeys a day passing through, or in very close proximity, to 

Wentbridge – contributing significantly to the unacceptable levels of Nitrogen Dioxide in the air. 

There are significant adverse environmental impacts surrounding the proposal but this issue is directly 

prejudicial to the health and well-being of people living in Wentbridge. It is a serious issue that cannot 

be dismissed. The Parish Council suspect that had NYCC been aware of the poor air quality issue in 

Wentbridge then the previous application to extend the quarry would not have been approved. 

b) The Nature Reserve 
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The parts of the Brockadale Nature Reserve that immediately adjoin the proposed development site 

include semi-ancient woodland with Badger setts, hedgerows with nesting Barn Owls and of most 

significance flower-rich Magnesium Limestone grassland. Grassland habitats are now very scarce in 

the U.K. with only 2% of all the meadows that existed in the 1930’s still surviving. Of these around 75% 

occur in small fragments and remain vulnerable. In the U.K. more priority species (for conservation) 

are associated with grasslands than any other habitat type and Magnesium meadows such as those at 

Brockadale are known particularly for their rich assemblage of plants and associated insects. 

The harm that further quarrying could cause is quite significant and this could prove catastrophic to a 

natural environment that is rare and of ever increasing conservation value. 

 

c)   Sustainable use of materials. 

The Parish Council acknowledge that minerals are a finite natural resource and this being the case 

they should be protected to secure their long-term conservation. NYCC and the Yorkshire and 

Humberside Region have a significant Landbank in place that is far in excess of that recommended 

under the N.P.F.F. The Parish Council believe that Landbanks are surely intended to ensure a steady 

and readily available supply of minerals but at the same time ensure that: 

• There is no significant oversupply. 

• There is no excessive extraction of minerals. 

• Minerals are extracted from sites that will cause the least environmental impact. 

There is clearly no need for this stone and any further extension to the quarry will result in the 

excessive extraction of minerals from a site that will have a significant adverse impact on the 

environment. The extraction of further minerals will not secure the long term conservation of the 

stone and it will not encourage the use of substitute or secondary and recycled materials and minerals 

waste before considering the extraction of primary materials.  

 

CONCLUSIONS 

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPFF) and Local Plans recognise the need for mineral 

extraction but at the same time they also recognise the significant adverse impacts this can have on 

the Green Belt and the countryside. For this reason various checks and balances have been put in 

place to ensure that mineral extraction is only permitted in circumstances where the benefits clearly 

outweigh the adverse impacts when assessed against the NPFF and Local Plans. 

The Parish Council understands that planning approval should only be given in circumstances where 

firstly, there is a demonstrable need, and secondly where the harm caused by the adverse impacts 

is clearly outweighed by the benefits so as to amount to very special circumstances that justify the 

development. 
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The Parish Council objects most strongly to this application on the grounds, firstly that there is no 

demonstrable need for the additional stone that would result, and secondly, and regardless of the 

preceding point, the significant adverse impacts that would result are not by any reasonable 

measure outweighed by any potential benefits.   

These significant adverse impacts have been set out in detail in this submission but can be 

summarised as follows. The proposed quarry extension: 

• Conflicts with the relevant framework, strategies, policies and plans at all levels – both 

National and Local. 

• Conflicts with the purpose and preservation of the Green Belt. 

• Would have a significant adverse impact on the Local Landscape and put a nationally 

important SSSI at risk of damage. 

• Would result in the loss of agricultural land whilst making little or no contribution to 

sustainable development. 

• Would have a negative impact on local amenity value and furthermore be prejudicial to local 

air quality which would impact on the health and well-being of local residents. 

The Parish Council believes that these significant adverse impacts greatly outweigh any limited 

potential benefits and that very special circumstances clearly do not apply. The Parish Council 

believes therefore that the application should be refused. 

The Parish Council believe that it is surely incumbent on NYCC to: 

• Safeguard the open character of the Green Belt. 

• Safeguard scenic and long distance views that have existed for hundreds if not 

thousands of years. 

• Protect and enhance the character of the historic environment 

• Protect the nature reserve a Site of Special Scientific Interest from harm. 

• Protect a locally distinctive landscape and area of tranquillity. 

• Protect the best and most versatile agricultural land and enhance the wider countryside 

for its important landscape, amenity, recreational and nature resource value. 

• Contribute towards improving poor air quality in a designated Air Quality Management 

Area. 

• Contribute to the physical, social and cultural well-being of local communities. 

• Steer future development to areas of least environmental and agricultural quality. 

• Ensure there is no excessive extraction of minerals. 

• Encourage the use of substitute or secondary and recycled materials. 

The extraction of 4.9 million tonnes of stone cannot surely justify all the adverse environmental and 

other impacts outlined by the Parish Council in this submission.  

Yours sincerely 

Kate Bowden 
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CLERK TO KIRK SMEATON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

 


