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Please ask for: Councillor Mark Crane Your Ref:  
Direct Dial No: 01757 292001 Our Ref: MC/LVN 
    

14 August 2020 
 
Ms Kate Kistell-Bowden 
Bonita Cottage, Water Lane 
Kirk Smeaton 
WF8 3LD 
 
 
Dear Ms Kistell-Bowden, 

I’m writing to encourage you to make your voice heard on the subject of local government 
reform. 

In my last letter to you, I informed you that the government has signalled its determination to 
change the structure of local government in York and North Yorkshire.  In effect this means 
that the existing districts, boroughs and county council will cease to exist and new structures 
will be formed. 

The county council is working on a proposal for reorganisation based on creating one mega-
sized council – the biggest in England – to cover the whole of North Yorkshire.  This would 
represent 600,000 people and 3,000 square miles.  This would be paired with the City of 
York unitary council, a minnow by comparison, covering 200,000 people and 100 square 
miles. 

Alongside every other district and borough council Leader in North Yorkshire, I have severe 
misgivings about a mega council, running everything from Northallerton.  That is why we 
Leaders have come together to develop plans for a better bid, which we think would enable 
us to have local government which is truly local.  You can find out more about our approach 
at our website www.get-change-right.com and in the leaflet attached. 

In my last letter to you I pledged to listen to your views.  This is a major difference between 
what we as district and borough councils are doing, and the approach our colleagues at 
North Yorkshire County Council are taking.  We want to listen to our communities, voluntary 
groups and businesses to build something new and better than what we have.  That is why 
we are reaching out again. 

On the back of my last letter, many of you have taken the time to contact me, and I am very 
grateful for that.  The running theme through the majority of those emails and phone calls is 
that in any new council, towns and parishes want a forum where their voices can be heard 
and acted upon.  We are taking all of your feedback into account in our work to build a local 
government structure that will work for communities, businesses and the economy. 

We are working to a very tight government deadline, but we are determined that we will 
involve town and parish colleagues all the way.  So if you haven’t yet done so, I would urge 
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you to share your thoughts on this important change so we can get it right.  You can do this 
in several ways:  

 

 Via our online feedback form using the following link:  
https://survey.sogosurvey.com/r/LGRconsult      

 By emailing me directly at mcrane@selby.gov.uk  
 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Councillor Mark Crane 
Leader of the Council 

 


