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PLANNING APPLICATION FOR WENTEDGE QUARRY 

Planning Reference Number: NY/2019/0002/ENV 

Dear Resident 

Following a public meeting held on Friday 29 March, 2019, the Parish Council was asked to 

produce a guidance note identifying grounds for objecting to the planning application. 

People who have no objections to the proposed extension to the Quarry should ignore this 

note. 

The points below contain some of the issues that the Parish Council believe to be important. 

This is not an exhaustive list and as such people should feel free to include any other issues 

that they feel the planning authority (North Yorkshire County Council) should take into 

account when determining the application. 

• Quarrying is a destructive industry and any further extension to the existing quarry 

will have an adverse impact on the countryside and the natural environment. 

• The proposal to extend the quarry represents a further intrusion into the Green Belt 

and this will have a negative visual impact on the surrounding area. 

• The proposal to extend the quarry will eat up another vast tract of agricultural land. 

This development will have an adverse impact on the landscape and visual effect due 

to its industrial scale and appearance which will be visible when viewed across the 

flat landscape. 

• The proposal to extend the quarry will amount to a further major interruption in the 

continuity of open space along Wentedge Road. 

• The proposal to extend the quarry has the potential to generate adverse impacts on 

the local environment due to odour from traffic movements, noise and dust 

associated with the industry. 

• The proposal to extend the Quarry will desecrate 24 acres of prime agricultural land. 

The field runs immediately adjacent to the highway from which there is a clear view 

of the field, woodland and other land contained in the nature reserve.  The proposal 

to construct unsightly bunds will effectively remove any scenic view of the field and 

the nature reserve from the road. 

• The proposal to construct unsightly and obtrusive bunds will further serve to close in 

the open agricultural landscape and gentle rolling landform.  This will not preserve 

the openness of the Green Belt and will have a negative impact on the environment. 

• The proposal to extend the quarry will remove more agricultural land that has been 

historically farmed for hundreds of years. Further quarrying on Wentedge Road will 

serve to alter the characteristic of the area from farming to industry. 
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• The Green Belt and open agricultural landscape is much valued by people living in 

and outside Kirk Smeaton. North Yorkshire County Council will not be looking after 

the best interests of people living within its area if it allows further quarrying on 

Wentedge Road. 

• The field to the eastern boundary of the proposed development site is owned by 

Plant life, a conservation charity that works to save threatened wildflowers and 

plants. Industrial scale quarrying adjacent to this field will inevitably threaten the 

flora and fauna within the field. 

• There are public rights of way running along the northern, southern and eastern 

boundaries of the proposed development site. It would be wholly inappropriate to 

allow quarrying in such close proximity of public rights of way.  

• The proposed development sits in the heart of Brockadale, a nature reserve and a 

site of Special Scientific Interest. It would be an environmental crime to permit 

quarrying on the proposed development site. 

• North Yorkshire County Council has a duty to contribute to protecting and enhancing 

the natural environment. It would be an act of corporate environmental negligence 

to allow quarrying on this site. 

• If North Yorkshire County Council allows quarrying on this site it will fail to recognise 

the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside, including agricultural land, 

trees and woodland.  

• North Yorkshire County Council should give great weight to conserving and 

enhancing landscapes and scenic beauty in areas of natural beauty. The conservation 

and enhancement of wildlife is also an important consideration. The proposed 

development site and surrounding countryside is an area of local beauty and should 

be preserved. 

• Quarrying on the proposed development site will remove the peace and tranquillity 

from within the nature reserve. There is surely a duty on North Yorkshire County 

Council to protect tranquil areas that are relatively undisturbed by noise and are 

prized for their recreational and amenity value. 

• The proposal to extend quarrying to this site will cause damage to biodiversity both 

within and outside the nature reserve, destroying habitats and the species they 

support. 

• The nature reserve is special to the local community and holds a particular local 

significance because of its beauty, recreational value, tranquillity and richness of its 

wildlife. It is also special to the wider community and in particular to people living 

within former coalfield communities who visit the reserve to enjoy the open 

countryside. The recreational value of the nature reserve and open countryside 

should not be compromised by further quarrying on Wentedge Road.  

• There is an abundance of wild plants and wildlife in the nature reserve which would 

be severely threatened by quarrying on the proposed development site. 
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• The cumulative impact of quarrying in the local area should be taken into account 

particularly as there is a current planning application to extend the neighbouring 

quarry at Barnsdale Bar by 25 hectares to produce 6,800,000 tonnes of Limestone. 

• The proposed extension to the quarry on Wentedge Road will bring operations much 

closer to people’s homes and depositions of dust will inevitably get worse. 

• The scale of the quarry at Wentedge Road is far beyond what was envisaged when 

earlier planning consents were granted. This further extension applied for will render 

it a ‘Super Quarry’ which will serve to completely alter the characteristic of the area. 

The proposed development site is too big and is ridiculously in the wrong place. If 

allowed to proceed it will have a quite disastrous effect on the environment and the 

community.  

• The proposed extension to the quarry will impact on quality of life.  

The above represent some of the issues that Kirk Smeaton Parish Council considers to be 

important. Please feel free to select from the list, issues that you feel are important and 

include them in your objection. It is not essential but if possible try and write in your own 

form of words. The planning process only counts individual objections so it is not possible to 

submit joint or collective objections. If you do submit a joint objection then it will only be 

counted as one. 

Please ensure that you include the planning reference number on your objection and 

forward to: 

Planning and Trading Standards, North Yorkshire County Council, County Hall, Northallerton, 

DL7 8AH or email:  

Planning.control@northyorks.gov.uk and ensure the heading incudes the planning 

reference. 

Hope these guidance notes help . 

Yours sincerely 

K Bowden 

CLERK TO THE COUNCIL 
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