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Please ask for: Councillor Mark Crane Your Ref:  

Direct Dial No: 01757 292001 Our Ref: MC/md 

    

16 November 2020 

 

Kirk Smeaton Parish Council:   
Bonita Cottage  
Water Lane 
Kirk Smeaton 
Pontefract 
WF8 3LD 
 
Dear Kate Kistell-Bowden,  

Local government reform – an update 

A little while ago, we wrote to you about local government reform in York and North 

Yorkshire.   

Things have moved on since then, so I’m writing to update you and encourage you to let us 

know your views in this next stage of development.   

The six district and borough councils of Craven, Harrogate, Richmondshire, Ryedale, 

Scarborough and Selby have now submitted an outline proposal for local government 

reorganisation to Government. 

Our proposal is for an “East and West” model of two unitary councils of a similar population 

and economic size.  This would see Craven, Harrogate, Richmondshire and Hambleton join 

together to form a unitary council in the west, and Selby, York, Ryedale and Scarborough 

join together to form a unitary council in the east. 

The East and West unitary will provide the strongest approach to unlocking devolution – 

potentially worth billions to the region in investment – whilst also being the optimum size for 

effective strategic and local service delivery to citizens and communities.  The model also 

offers the opportunity to improve services and efficiencies for York. 

A summary of the East and West model is attached to this email.  You can also read the full 

outline proposal on our website at:  www.get-change-right.com/about-our-bid  

We are now working on our full proposals, which will be submitted to Government on 9 

December.  In the full proposals we will set out how we will ensure strong local 

representation through local area committees. Town and Parishes will be an integral part of 

the new structure, and there is also the opportunity to take on more devolved powers for 

those that wish to do so. 

We are now inviting you to give your thoughts on this via our website.  You can do so via the 

consultations page at:  www.get-change-right.com/consultations or go directly to it HERE. 
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It is important that any proposal has strong public support and Town and Parish Councils are 

a crucial part of that.  Many of you have already engaged with us, shared your views and 

helped us to shape the outline East and West model.  We are very grateful for this.   

 

If your Town or Parish Council would now like to indicate support for the East and West 

proposal, there are two ways to do it.  You can participate in our market research question 

HERE.  This asks you  whether you prefer the North Yorkshire-wide unitary model put 

forward by the County Council and the smaller unchanged City of  York Unitary put forward 

by the City of York Council, or the balanced East and West unitary model put forward by the 

six district and borough councils.   You can also write to feedback@get-change-right.com 

expressing your support. 

Please remember that we do need your comments by the end of November to include in our 

final full submission to Government. 

Thank you very much for engaging with this important issue, and we look forward to hearing 

your views over the next couple of weeks. 

Yours sincerely 

 
Councillor Mark Crane 

Leader of the Council  
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